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Only a week or less remains until we once again celebrate the feast of the birth of the Lord. A 
tremendous momentum of activity has been building up these past few weeks, and it is most 
likely that the activity will become even more intense during these final days. The stores will be 
crowded. Radio and television are crammed with Christmas television specials. This is a week 
for office parties and the beginning of family gatherings. By Christmas day, a number of people 
will be completely exhausted. !
I would like to offer an alternative for this week. I would like to suggest that some time each day 
be spent in prayer, a time alone with the Lord. In many ways that suggestion has its roots in the 
first Christmas celebration when we look at the example of Mary and Joseph as they made their 
way from Nazareth to Bethlehem amid the hubbub of activity that must have surrounded the 
gathering of people for a census. A quiet spirit and atmosphere of prayer permeated their very 
existence as they waited for the first Christmas.!
The liturgy offers us the opportunity to re-live the Christian mysteries each year, to celebrate 
anew what happened centuries ago. At Christmas time, we do not witness the physical birth of 
Christ again, but we are asked to have the Lord enter our lives again in a more intense way. 
This deeper entrance of the Lord into our lives should not have to wait until Christmas day. It 
should be happening now. !
Attendance at Mass, the reading of Scripture, a time alone for reflection would be concrete ways 
in which we might prepare for Christmas this year. Our prayer could well become a gift we could 
share with others in the world today for we could direct our prayer for the intention of so many 
needs that surround us. These needs range from the crisis in Iran to the hunger in Cambodia, 
from the concern for the unborn to the care of the alcoholic, from the indecision of those 
wondering whether to "come home for Christmas" to couples struggling to hold their marriage 
together. There is a tremendous need for prayer in the world today. !
So once again as a world accelerates its preparation for the celebration of Christmas, may I ask 
you to take time to decelerate from all the activity in order to pray? As I do this, I pray for the 
same gift in my own life. !
To one and all, may I wish you a very happy and blessed Christmas. May it be filled with joy, 
peace, and happiness. But most of all may it be filled with a spirit of prayer. !

++++++++++!
This past weekend found me travelling to Big Timber for a Christmas celebration there and on 
the way to Billings I hope to stop at Laurel with the additional desire to visit Our Lady of 
Guadalupe for their special Christmas play in honor of their patronal feast. This week I will be in 
Billings for the beginning of the week with a meeting of the School Board, and representatives 
from Bacet and Mayfair as well as a meeting with people from the Lockwood area regarding the 
presence of the Church in that area. I also plan to meet with the priests of the Billings area in 
addition to celebrating Mass at Holy Rosary and Little Flower Schools. Again, it will be a great 
deal of activity but I hope I will be able to maintain a sprit of prayer during it that I wrote about in 
the above Reflections. 
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A return trip to Great Falls at the end of the week will precede the beginning of the Christmas 
journey that will take me from Red Lodge to Billings to Terry, Miles City and Jordan, to Circle, 
Vida and Riverside, to Charlie Creek and Poplar and then back to Great Falls. Please remember 
me in your prayers this week and be assured of mine in return. Once again, may this week be 
filled with a spirit of prayer in all our lives! 
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