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One of the favorite pastimes of many people at this season of the year is to formulate a 
Christmas wish list. I am no different than others. At the top of my wish list is the desire for more 
young people to consider priesthood as a vocation to share their gifts in this unique way with the 
Church of Eastern Montana. !
Why do I hope for more priests? The answer is rooted in priesthood itself, the Church, and 
especially the Eucharist. Priesthood is essential to the life of the Church. The ordained person 
has the responsibility on a full-time basis to proclaim the Word of God, to celebrate the 
Eucharist, and to gather together and lead the Christian community. The priest continues the 
mission of Jesus in a distinct way. !
As baptized persons, we all share in the priesthood of Jesus Christ. As such we are called to 
ministry. But the ministry of the priest differs in essence and degree from the ministry shared by 
others. I believe that if we do not recognize and appreciate this difference and distinction, both 
priesthood and lay ministry suffer. We need clear understanding of lay ministry and priesthood 
so that they are viable options for a young person considering different possibilities. !
Priesthood is important for the Church, especially through the Eucharist. Only the ordained 
priest is able to celebrate the Eucharist. Without the priest, there is no Eucharist. And it is 
Eucharist which gives identity to the Roman Catholic faith community. !
Priesthood today has certain expectations which some say keep young people from considering 
it as an option. The priest makes a commitment to celibacy. With the grace of God, celibacy can 
be an enriching experience which enables the priest to minister to many without the commitment 
to one; celibacy frees the priest to serve the Church and God in a unique way; celibacy is a 
powerful sign of service in today's world. !
Priesthood demands a lifetime commitment, just as marriage does. In a world where so much is 
temporary and disposable, a lifetime commitment seems out of date. Yet, this is what the Church 
asks as it also asks for the priest to be the public minister who speaks in the name of the Church 
on its terms, and not the terms of the individual. !
I realize full well that to recruit young people to consider this option demands faith, courage and 
hope. It also demands that the person considering priesthood be a person with faith, maturity, a 
good sense of identity, and a commitment to the values of the Gospel and the Church. Are such 
young people present in our communities? I believe they are. However, they need the 
encouragement of families, the example of those who are presently priests, and the prayer and 
sacrifice of each one of us. !
As you can see, I have a Christmas wish list. I hope and pray the Church of Eastern Montana 
receives the gift I'm hoping for. 
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