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People often say that if certain religious events had not occurred, we would have invented them 
because of the need these events fulfill in our lives. Yet, it is difficult to imagine how any human 
being could ever have invented Christmas - and even more so the gift of the life, Passion, Death 
and Resurrection of Jesus. CHRISTMAS IS INCREDIBLE! No one could possibly expect to 
believe - except it happened! !
Christmas celebrates the incarnation of God within the human condition. People had dreamed 
for centuries of how the reconciliation between God and the human race would take place. No 
one dared to dream that God would become a child, or that he would walk this earth, and that 
he would eventually give us the gift of his life, and conquer death and sin through his 
resurrection. But these are the realities of our belief as people with a Roman Catholic faith 
tradition. And it all begins when we celebrate the incredible feast of Christmas. !
This feast of Christmas has overflowed into so many dimensions of our lives. Christmas 
becomes a celebration of family, of friendship, of love. It is almost impossible to experience life 
at this time of year without catching the "Christmas spirit." Yet, Christmas challenges us not only 
to meet our God in a crib, but to grow and mature with him, to become His disciples. !
To be the disciple is to be the follower of Christ, not on our terms, but on his. As disciples, we 
are members of a faith community which comes together to profess its faith and to offer worship 
to our God. This community should be characterized by unity, love, justice and peace. Such 
qualities are part of our lives as individuals and as a Church. !
Christmas does become incredible if we meet God in Bethlehem - and never leave. Bethlehem 
brings forth awe and wonder. Discipleship asks much more for it challenges us to take the 
message of Jesus and to have it become incarnate today in our own lives. This Gospel 
message affects every dimension of life and calls individuals and families, communities and 
nations to peace, justice, love, fidelity, faith, and hope. !
Christmas 1982 is celebrated at a unique moment in human history. There is such a desperate 
need for the world to hear the gospel message in the midst of poverty, unemployment, the threat 
of war, the escalation of secular values and a growing sense of hopelessness. Yet, the cry of the 
child in the crib will break that vicious circle and offer a message of joy and peace. CHRISTMAS 
IS INCREDIBLE - but it happened and it needs to happen in our own lives by letting Christ 
become incarnate in us as his disciples. !
May you and your families and the people of the Church of Eastern Montana have a Christmas 
filled with love, joy and peace. That’s an incredible greeting, but the incredible feast of Christmas 
makes it possible!
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