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It is hard to believe. All the preparations, the tremendous investment of time and energy, the 
search for the right gift, the family gathering - all these elements that combine together to help 
us celebrate Christmas are over within a day. There is something so anticlimactic about the day 
after Christmas! !
Yet, the Christian message offers us a unique challenge. Christmas is only the beginning. 
Christmas is the yearly reminder to us that not only did God enter into the human condition, but 
He remains with us. That is the consistent message given to us each year and as we prepare for 
a new year and a new decade, it should be the prevailing awareness in each of our lives which 
will help us respond to the Gospel message. !
I really hope that everyone will have had a joyous and happy Christmas. I pray that this 
Christmas celebration will be an impetus for each of us to renew our faith and commitment to 
the Lord. I share these thoughts with you a week before Christmas and I anticipate with joy the 
journey that I hope to take over the Christmas weekend. !
At the same time that we celebrate the feast of Christmas, we become very much aware that a 
New Year is about to begin. With each New Year, there are many dreams and hopes that we 
each share. What are some of my dreams and hopes? !
I dream and hope and pray for the continued growth of the Church in Eastern Montana in 
prayer, faith and love. I pray that as a worshipping community, we might see our liturgy as the 
focal point which brings us together as believing Christians in a real spirit of celebration which 
reflects the life of the community. I pray that our young people might respond ever more 
generously to the call which the Lord offers them, not only in a deeper faith commitment, but in 
the consideration of a vocation to religious life and priesthood. I pray that as a faith community 
we will be open to the understanding of our faith tradition which will lead us to a deeper 
commitment to God and to the Church. I pray for the generous response of our people to the 
challenge of ministry which is needed in the Church today. And I finally pray for the laity, sisters, 
priests and religious who serve the Church in Eastern Montana that God may continue to 
sustain them, inspire them, and call them and myself to an ever-deeper life of prayer and faith. !
Those are a lot of dreams and hopes and prayers at Christmas time as we wait for a New Year. 
But Christians are a group of people who must dream, and hope and pray. After all Christmas 
itself is a dream realized, a hope incarnated, and a prayer that remains with us all the days of 
our life. A happy and blessed Christmas and may the New Year be filled with dreams and hopes 
for each of you! 
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++++++++++!
I write this column before venturing off to Big Timber on December 16th. The first cold wave and 
snow storm hit Great Falls on Saturday. After a few days in Billings last week, I returned to Great 
Falls and then down to Red Lodge for the beginning of the Christmas journey. I really look 
forward to visiting all the parishes over the Christmas weekend. After Christmas, I just plan to 
rest a few days and over the New Year's weekend to celebrate Mass with the people of St. 
Luke's and St. Gerard's in Great Falls. Immediately after the New Year, I will be in Portland for 
four days to lead a retreat for the theologians at Mt. Angel Seminary and on the way back to 
Montana, I will participate in the last five days of the retreat in Spokane for the Bishops of the 
Northwest. I look forward to these opportunities for prayer very much and I hope I come back 
refreshed and renewed. !
Thanks to one and all for your Christmas and New Year's greetings to me. I am most grateful. I 
pray with you that this coming year will be a time of grace and growth for each of us. God bless 
you! 
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