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Someone once remarked, "If Christmas did not exist, we would have to create it." In so many 
ways, Christmas responds to the needs of the human spirit. Christmas is a celebration of all the 
human heart yearns and hopes for - life, peace, hope and joy. !
CHRISTMAS IS A CELEBRATION OF LIFE! The birth of a child in a human Bethlehem crib 
announced the new life which God would share with the human race. God would offer His Son 
as a gift to us whereby Jesus would share the human condition in all things but sin. The birth of 
Jesus was an affirmation of life itself. Our response to this gift of Jesus is to appreciate the 
divine life shared with us in Baptism and nourished through the Eucharist and other sacraments. 
Our response is to appreciate the gift of human life from the moment of conception to the 
moment of death. Our response is to respect every dimension of life as we experience it. !
CHRISTMAS IS A CELEBRATION OF PEACE! We are told that Jesus was born at a time when 
the whole world was at peace. It seemed that God the Father would wait until that precious 
moment would occur when peace would exist in the world in order for the Lord to become 
incarnate. I have often wondered whether that is the necessary condition for Jesus to live today 
- to have peace exist within ourselves, our families, our communities, our world in order to have 
the presence of Jesus. It does seem so logical that the environment of peace becomes the 
necessary condition for the presence of the Lord. To have peace occur means ridding ourselves 
and the world of the divisions and hatreds which exist, to break down the barriers which 
separate people of poverty, prejudice and ignorance, to be open to creating room for the 
presence of Jesus within ourselves and the world. !
CHRISTMAS IS A CELEBRATION OF HOPE! The birth of Jesus announced that there was 
something "more" to life than a certain sequence of days, months and years. Human life had a 
purpose and meaning; it had a destiny. Despite the pain, sorrow, struggle and sickness which 
would occur, the Lord and His message would triumph in the end. We were asked to be a 
people of hope. !
CHRISTMAS IS A CELEBRATION OF JOY! The family reunions, the Christmas songs, the 
unique “Spirit” of Christmas convey a powerful sense of joy. What other response is possible 
when we reflect on what we celebrate - a God would send His Son to take on flesh and blood 
and announce a message of salvation. !
Yes, Christmas is all the above and more. However, I know full well that many within our own 
Diocese and the world today will not have the experience of life, peace, hope and joy for 
different reasons. But that knowledge prompts me to work and pray as best I can to share the 
message of Jesus with the world in which I live, to use the gift of life shared with me to 
announce the message of Christmas throughout the year. !
May Christmas be a time for peace, life, joy and hope in all our lives. May 1984 be a year when 
we work even harder to make these gifts a reality for all people everywhere. !
A blessed Christmas to all and a Happy New Year! 
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