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Well, it's over with. Another Christmas has been celebrated and the decorations will soon be 
disappearing from our homes and shopping centers. The stores will be crowded as gifts are 
returned or exchanged. Goodbyes, if they have not been said already, will soon be exchanged 
between people who shared the holiday together. Plans are being finalized to celebrate the end 
of 1978 and begin a new year of 1979.!
So much work and effort and energy was expended for weeks in preparation for this one holiday 
each year, and now it's over. But there is the hidden hope within each of us, I suspect, that 
somehow or other we wish we could preserve that spirit of life and love which surrounds us on 
Christmas Day.!
It is impossible to celebrate Christmas every day, but there is a real possibility of celebrating the 
spirit of Christmas every day of our lives. Christmas focuses on that incredible event when God 
became incarnate and his presence needs to be incarnated into our lives by maintaining the 
values which he shared with us.!
The birth of the Lord announced to an anxious world the value of faith and hope, of life and love. 
We preserve the value of faith in maintaining the traditions which we share as believers in the 
Lord and members of the Church. We continue the value of hope in the optimism which must be 
ours that characterizes the followers of Jesus. We take pride in preserving the value of life by 
the care and concern we give to respect life from the moment of conception to the moment of 
death. But it is the love of God and of each other that really characterizes the followers of Jesus 
which makes possible the spirit of Christmas every day of our lives.!
However, to live out the beliefs we have as Catholics at times is not easy. At times, it would be 
much simpler to compromise the values of the Gospel. At times, it would be much simpler to say 
nothing. But if what we have celebrated this past Christmas is to have an effect on our own 
lives, and on the life of the world in which we live, then Jesus needs to be born again and again 
in our lives in who we are, in what we say, in what we do. The wood of the crib became 
eventually the wood of the Cross. The journey in between was the gift which the Lord offered to 
all of us an example to each of us.!
I hope everyone had a joyous and happy Christmas. I pray that all may have a faith-filled New 
Year which will make the spirit of Christmas a year-long event.!

++++++++++!
The few weeks before Christmas were filled with a great many good experiences. It was a 
privilege to join the new Bishop of Spokane for his ordination and installation. It brought back 
many memories to me of last August...It was a tremendous experience to join the residents of 
the Cascade Convalescent Center for Mass on Friday, Dec. 15th. I met some great people and 
became very much aware of how they and so many others in Nursing Homes or Convalescent 
Centers are a powerhouse of prayer for the entire Diocese...A trip to Billings on the Feast of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe gave me the opportunity to have the first Mass celebrated at the Rimrock 
Shopping Center. The theatre was packed and it proved to be a great celebration...The weekend 
before Christmas brought 17 young men from all parts of the Diocese together for a retreat to 
consider a vocation to priesthood.
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They were either in college or college graduates and their faith and prayer were evident in so 
many ways. I really believe there are a great many young people, both men and women, who 
have much to offer our Diocese through a commitment to priesthood and religious life. I believe, 
however, we have to invite them and challenge them and that will be possible through the 
priests, sisters, and laity of our diocese...On Sunday, the 17th, it was fun to join the Great Falls 
KCs for the dedication of their new hall and to be with the children for a Christmas party. Sunday 
evening found me with the Ursuline Nuns as they celebrated an early Christmas party with some 
of their "boys" who attended the Ursuline Academy in years past...and the few days remaining 
before Christmas found me running around like everyone else.!
But I looked forward especially to the weekend when I felt joined by a number of parishes for 
their Christmas celebrations. I really felt like one of the wise Men from old chasing stars across a 
Montana terrain and discovering the rich treasure of the people of our diocese gathered around 
the unexpected place of the crib.!
It's hard to believe that a New Year is almost here. It promises to be a great year for the Diocese 
of Eastern Montana as we prepare to celebrate our 75th anniversary as a People of God. May it 
be a year of life and love, hope and faith for all of us.
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