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The Progress

For one reason or other, the Christmas season seemed rushed this year. Christmas on a 
Saturday doesn't allow enough space or time to appreciate what we celebrate. The liturgy 
asks us to rush from Bethlehem and the crib to the Feast of the Holy Family. A week later, 
we joined the three kings who brought gifts to the new-born child. This weekend, we 
celebrate the Baptism of Christ and the Christmas season comes quickly to an end. 
Whether it is the liturgy or time itself, the Christmas season went by too quickly. !

The Church now tells us we are in “Ordinary Time” for a few short weeks before we begin 
the Lenten season. "Ordinary Time" certainly lives up to its name as we go through the 
cold and rain of these winter months. Life itself can seem to be drab. Yet, "Ordinary Time" 
can be extraordinary if we take the challenge that God offers us as disciples of Jesus. !

Resolutions for a New Year!

It's not too late to add some New Year's resolutions to our annual list. This weekend's feast 
could be the catalyst. The Baptism of Christ marks the beginning of His earthly ministry. 
For us, it is a time to recall and renew our own baptism when God shared the gift of life 
and grace with us. It is a time to renew our commitment to live out what our baptism 
implies which is to witness to Christ in today's world. !

Yes, the Christmas liturgical season does end this weekend. But the Christmas season 
never ends when we incarnate Christ in who we are and what we do. This is an easy 
statement to make, but it is difficult to live. Many of the values and standards so prevalent 
in our world today do not reflect the values of the Gospel. The choice each one of us must 
make is to live in the midst of this ambiguity or to dare to make a difference. !

What does it cost?!

When important decisions confront us, a normal question is to ask, "What does it cost?" 
The cost of living out our baptism can be high. It means setting priorities in our lives by 
seeking ways to grow in our relationship to God. We live out that relationship to God so 
often in our relationship to others. We deepen this relationship by taking time to know our 
faith, to meet Christ in the nourishment and healing which Eucharist and Reconciliation 
offers to us. !

Our relationship to God is not a private affair that we keep to ourselves. Rather, we live out 
this relationship in the world. This is where the cost can be more than we expect or want 
for it asks us to speak out, to proclaim the Good News. It is not easy to be the voice that 
raises questions. It would be far easier to go along with the crowd and to be silent. Yet, at 
the heart of the Gospel message is the reality that it is not easy to be the disciple of Jesus. !

Next week, we begin "Ordinary Time." However, it can be an extraordinary time in all our 
lives if we dare to live out our Baptism and incarnate Christ in our world today. This could 
well be more than a New Year's resolution. It could be the decision of a lifetime. May God's 
grace and peace be yours. 
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