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The Progress

A new year always marks a new beginning. We are only in the first week of this new year, 
and with so many others, I look ahead to what will happen in the course of the year. It 
would be very easy to articulate one’s hopes for a new year and then to sit back and to 
see if they become a reality. There is also the choice to identify what is important and to do 
everything possible to make these hopes a reality. !
I believe we can learn much from the traditional new year's resolutions. They can be 
significant decisions, but they will never become a reality unless we invest ourselves to 
implement them. What are some of my hopes for 1993? Allow me to share them with you.  !

The parish community!
At the heart of who we are as a community of faith is the experience of the parish. The 
parish is where people celebrate word and sacrament and gather together as a community 
of disciples. Our parishes are very much alive and well in the Church of Western 
Washington. But I hope that we can continue our commitment to quality liturgy which 
develops our spirituality. Such liturgy recognizes the importance of the different ministries 
needed for liturgy, and especially music.!
However, what happens in liturgy must flow out into our lives as a community of faith. 
Liturgy calls us to serve the poor, to preach and live the Gospel in our daily lives, and to 
grow as a people of faith. We do this not as individuals alone, but in union with others. !

Evangelization!
To appreciate who we are as a community of faith, it is important to reflect on our mission 
and ministry. The final command of Jesus to his followers was to preach the Gospel to the 
ends of the earth. As individuals and as a church, we have a mission of evangelization. 
This includes not only inviting others to be part of our faith community, or asking those who 
may have left to return, but also deepening our own education and formation as people of 
faith. !
Religious formation and education are essential to evangelization. We must find ways to 
know our faith and to pass it on to the next generation. We must seek ways to support the 
mission of Catholic schools and the tremendous ministry of religious educators in our 
parish communities. Adult faith formation and education need to be a priority in every 
parish community if we are to take evangelization seriously. !

Ministry!
Our local church has a strong commitment to ministry by all the baptized members of our 
faith community. This commitment recognizes the call which comes to each of us by 
reason of baptism. I hope that each and every person in the Church of Western 
Washington will find ways to share his or her gifts with others in order to build up the 
church. 
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There is the special need for specific ministries which enhance and enrich our lives. These 
ministries range from educational to liturgical, from social services to pastoral. They 
include volunteers and professional career ministers. All those who minister in so many 
different ways in the Church of Western Washington are a tremendous sign of hope. May 
we find ways to support them. There is the special need for priests to serve us. Priesthood 
is essential to our church and I hope that many more young men will serve us by 
considering a vocation to priesthood. Such vocations are the result of prayer and 
encouragement by the total Christian community. !

The multicultural community!
One of the many blessings which characterizes our local church is the presence of a 
diverse multicultural community. The challenge for us is to find ways to support the 
different communities which comprise our church. This demands a sensitivity to language, 
culture and tradition. I hope that during the coming year that we will be more of a 
welcoming church by appreciating our diversity. !

Life and family!
My hopes for 1993 recognize also the importance of life and family in our community. Life 
is a precious and fragile gift. I hope we can find ways to preserve and appreciate this gift, 
especially as it is attacked today by abortion, war, poverty and hunger, and countless 
other social realities we could well take for granted. I hope also that we look for ways to 
strengthen and support family life with all its unique pressures and demands. This 
demands an appreciation of sexuality and commitment in light of the Gospel and our faith 
tradition. I hope we will also invest our time and effort in ministry to both young people and 
the elderly. !
In no way does this exhaust my hopes for the coming year. Other hopes would also 
include ways to combat racism and prejudice, to assist those who need our help and 
assistance in the timber communities, to address issues of healthcare and ministry to 
persons with disabilities. !
It is easy to list one's hopes for 1993. At the end of the year, I hope to look back to see 
what I have done to make them a reality. May God's grace and peace be yours and have 
a blessed 1993! !
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