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The Progress

Wearing a Roman collar and a black suit usually does not draw that much attention. 
However, at times clerical garb becomes a magnet for various people to approach you 
with different questions and opinions. It’s amazing to see the reaction of people when you 
sit next to them on a plane. Some will look to see if there is an empty seat nearby, while 
others recognize the opportunity of a lifetime to ask every question that ever crossed their 
mind regarding religious issues. There is always a temptation to feign sleep to avoid the 
encounter. !

However, in the days preceding and following Christmas this year, I was amazed when I 
stopped in stores or gas stations in Western Washington and many people would ask if I 
was a Catholic priest or recognized me as the archbishop. The reason for the question 
that came from gas station attendants to store clerks was the choice of Pope John Paul II 
as "Man of the Year."!

I never realized the impact that Time's annual selection had on people. There were a few 
people who expressed strong negative reaction to the choice, but the overwhelming 
response of ordinary people was the strong approval that Time had chosen to recognize a 
person for his moral stance on issues that impact our lives today. !

How do we respond?!

Behind the comments made by people regarding Pope John Paul II, there seemed to be a 
deep desire to seek ways to transform the world in which we live. It is interesting to note 
that in a document called “The Christian Faithful” (1989), Pope John Paul II outlined the 
challenges facing contemporary society. Six years later, the challenges remain the same 
and the pope maintains that the average lay person needs to find ways to respond to 
these challenges. !

These challenges include the basic need to promote the dignity of the human person. The 
ordinary person must ask himself or herself how we relate to all human beings with charity 
and respect. Underlying this basic respect for the human person is the second challenge 
of respecting the inviolable right to life. Violence in any form is not the way to promote a 
respect for life from the moment of conception to the moment of natural death. Rather, we 
must seek ways to communicate with others the value of each and every human life. !

Conscience, marriage and clarity!

Pope John Paul II presents a third challenge by emphasizing the need to promote the 
freedom of conscience and religious freedom. Such freedom must include recognition of 
the contribution that religious values have in shaping public life. At the heart of a healthy 
society is the family. That is why the pope issues the fourth challenge to foster healthy 
marriages and families. Such marriages and families do not happen by accident. They 
demand work and especially the support of the society in which we live. 
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A fifth challenge to all people of faith is a commitment to works of charity. It not only 
includes sharing our financial resources with those in need, but personal involvement. It is 
a call to live a life of Christian stewardship. !

Politics, economics and culture!

The political process shapes so much of our lives. Pope John Paul II recognizes this 
reality and challenges people to become involved in the political process which ranges 
from active and personal engagement in political campaigns to conscientious voting. A 
seventh challenge is to recognize that the human person is the major value in all 
economic life. The work that human beings do must help contribute to human growth. 
There is the need to humanize work and to avoid the ways in which work depersonalizes 
the human person. !

Finally, the Holy Father asks people of faith to evangelize the culture in which we live. 
Education, the sciences and technology, the arts and humanities determine the culture in 
which we live. We need to find ways to place Gospel values at the service of the world. !

The right choice!

As I reflect on the choice that Time magazine made, it is obvious that the selection of 
Pope John Paul II as “Man of the Year” prompted various reactions that will be obvious in 
the letters to the editor. Yet, this recognition of a person who preaches moral values 
becomes a challenge to all of us. Do we dare to take the risk to live and preach these 
same values in who we are and what we do? If we did, who knows? Time magazine could 
well choose us next year. May God's grace and peace be yours. !
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