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The Progress

I always find it interesting to discover new insights in articles, documents, or books that I 
may have read in the past. In rereading the magnificent “Constitution on the Church in the 
Modern World” from Vatican II, I came across a statement that has tremendous 
importance for the present moment. It states, “The future of humanity lies in the hands of 
those who are strong enough to provide coming generations reasons for living and 
hoping.” (31)!

Within each of us there is a desire to help create the future. Essential to the human spirit is 
the dream of passing on ideals and hopes, dreams and life to those who will come after 
us. One of the most powerful ways in which we can fulfill this dream is through Catholic 
education in Catholic schools. Catholic schools have the mission of providing coming 
generations with reasons for hoping and living rooted in religious values that make a 
difference.!

What does Catholic education offer?!

How does Catholic education fulfill its unique mission and ministry to young people? We 
find the answer in the threefold purpose of Catholic education, which is to teach doctrine, 
to do so within the context of Christian community, and to prepare individuals for effective 
Christian witness and service to others.!

In teaching doctrine, Catholic schools hope to pass on to students a deep personal 
understanding and conviction about the truths of faith. It includes sharing the challenge of 
the Gospel, the teaching of the church, a familiarity with the word of God, and an 
appreciation of our history as a community of faith. Yet, to be effective, teaching doctrine 
calls for the celebration of our faith in liturgy, in signs and symbols that become part of our 
lives. Most of all, students need the living example of parents, family members and 
teachers.!

To know one’s faith is not enough. One needs to live it out in the world in which we live 
today. We do that best in the context of community. A Catholic school offers students a 
unique experience of Christian community where they benefit from the example and 
inspiration of others. A community consciousness helps students appreciate the world in 
which he or she lives and enables the student to recognize the need to witness one's faith 
and to be of service to others. Christian witness and service are indispensable elements of 
quality Catholic education.!

What makes Catholic education successful?!

It is obvious that Catholic education is successful because it is able to teach religious 
values that impact the lives of students. Parents have a high degree of investment in 
Catholic schools as a result of choosing a religious environment for the education of their 
children. Moreover, parents are willing to support Catholic schools, even to the point of 
great financial sacrifice. Catholic schools are blessed with gifted and competent 
administrators and teachers who see what they do as a vocation and ministry within the 
church. 
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Yet, what makes Catholic schools truly successful are realities we must not take for 
granted. Catholic schools are successful to the degree that they are faithful to their 
Catholic identity. Catholic schools are also successful to the degree that they relate in an 
integral way to the mission and ministry of the parish community. Catholic schools cannot 
separate their mission from the parish community that supports them in so many direct 
and indirect ways. The parish in turn is successful in its support of Catholic schools to the 
degree that it offers quality religious education and formation programs to students 
attending public schools as well as to adults of the parish community. !

Some regrets and hopes!

In offering reflections on Catholic education in Catholic schools, there are definitely some 
regrets. A major regret is that Catholic schools are not available to all communities in the 
Church of Western Washington. Another regret is the lack of financial assistance to offer 
help to students who would want to attend a Catholic school. Catholic schools must be 
available for the rich and poor. A final regret is wondering whether parents realize how 
important their example is for their children. It is difficult to expect young people to 
celebrate Sunday Eucharist if Sunday Eucharist is not a priority for parents as well. !

Yet, there are so many hopes for Catholic education in Catholic schools today. Surveys tell 
us that Catholic schools do make a difference in the adult faith life of people who graduate 
from them. Catholic schools have an outstanding academic record. Catholic schools have 
plans in place to establish foundations and endowments to help raise teacher salaries and 
to offer greater financial assistance to students. !

As we approach the celebration of Catholic Schools Week, it is a time to give thanks for 
this great gift that makes a difference. Thank you to all who make this gift possible. May 
God's grace and peace be yours.!
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