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The Progress

Over the past few months, it has become obvious that our local church is becoming very 
familiar with the themes of the five-year vision for the Church in Western Washington. Last 
Pentecost, I accepted the vision statement that the Archdiocesan Pastoral Council 
developed after three years of prayer, discussion, study and discernment. At the heart of 
the vision statement is the challenge to invoke the Holy Spirit to help us capture the wind 
and fire that created the first Pentecost. !

Wind and fire were the realities that revealed the presence of the Holy Spirit centuries ago. 
Disciples of Jesus had walked with him for three years. They heard and saw all that Jesus 
did. However, Jesus was captured, tortured and put to death. The disciples thought it was 
all over. !

Yet, Jesus did what he promised to do – he rose from the dead. He stayed with the 
disciples for 40 days before he ascended to heaven. The disciples were bewildered. They 
were fearful for their own lives. They hid out in a house in Jerusalem and began to 
remember all that Jesus told them. Jesus had promised to send them the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. !

On that first Pentecost, a strong wind came through the city of Jerusalem. It awakened the 
men and women who were disciples of Jesus. They suddenly recognized the tongues of 
fire that appeared above their heads. From that moment on, the disciples were never the 
same again. They went out in the world to preach and live the Good News.!

The challenge of the Holy Spirit today!

Just as the Holy Spirit changed the lives of the disciples of Jesus centuries ago, we call 
upon the Holy Spirit today to do the same for us. There is a need to help create a new 
Pentecost as we approach a new millennium. We must be open to the challenge of the 
Holy Spirit who is present in the church today. !

What challenge does the Holy Spirit offer to us? First of all, there is a need to develop a 
spirituality deeply rooted in who we are as a people of faith where we grow in our 
relationship to God. The vision statement offers a number of examples and suggestions of 
how we can grow in spirituality. What would they include?!

First of all, it is so important that we take time to know, understand, and live the faith we 
profess and celebrate. In almost every area of life, we know we need to acquire more 
knowledge if we are to be aware of the issues that confront us. We also need to grow in 
our faith. This requires study, reading, and prayer.!

It is so easy to give an emotional response to issues that become a source of controversy 
within the church community. Yet, we are a people who have a rich legacy of faith and 
tradition. To live out our faith today and in the future, we need to be aware of our past. We 
need to know our faith and tradition.
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Secondly, we must be open to recognize God’s presence in word and sacrament. We 
have the rich blessing of God’s world revealed to us in the Old and New Testament. The 
word of God challenges us to be God’s people, to hear the story of God’s incredible love 
for the human race revealed in Jesus.!

We also have the incredible gifts that Jesus gave us in the sacraments which provide us 
with encounters with God at significant moments in our lives. Among the sacraments, the 
Eucharist has a priority. In the Eucharist, we celebrate the living presence of Jesus. Jesus 
comes among us not as a mere mortal, but Jesus Christ is truly present in the Eucharist.!

A unique challenge for developing our spirituality is the reverence we bring to the 
celebration of sacraments. In the sacraments, we literally encounter God. Reverence and 
respect should be essential components of this encounter. !

The vision statement offers countless other examples of how we develop our spirituality, 
from the effective proclamation of the Gospel to developing quality liturgical celebrations in 
our parishes and faith communities. Our spirituality is not just a personal relationship to 
God, but rather a spirituality that recognizes our relationship to our families, our faith 
community and the world in which we live.!

Will we accept the challenge?!

There is no doubt that the vision statement, “A New Wind and Fire,” offers us a challenge. 
It is not a new challenge, but rather one rooted in who we are as a people of faith. !

Hopefully between now and the year 2000, individuals, families, parishes and the entire 
Church in Western Washington will embrace the call to a deeper spirituality. It is a 
spirituality that enriches our relationship to God. It is a way of looking at what is really 
important from God’s perspective and not only our own. It is growing in the divine life that 
we receive on the day of baptism. This is the life that is not limited to 40, 60 or 80 years. It 
is the life that brings us into eternity. !

Yes, as people of faith in the church today, we have many questions and concerns. Yet, if 
we dare to listen to the call that God has given to people down through the centuries, we 
know what is of the greatest importance is to grow in our relationship to God through a 
spirituality that makes a difference. May God’s gifts of grace and peace be yours.!
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