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The Progress

The Catholic Church in the United States has a unique history. It is the story of faith and 
courage of countless people who came to a new land to seek political freedom and 
opportunity for employment. People came originally from Europe, but now we know that 
our land is enriched with the presence of persons from Asia, Mexico, the South Pacific 
Islands and almost every comer of the globe. People come to our land with hopes for 
themselves, their families and the future. !

For so many over these past two centuries, they also brought a faith which was critical and 
important to them. They wanted to pass on that faith to their children. To achieve this goal, 
people sacrificed to create a Catholic school within their parish community. The school 
was an essential part of the mission and ministry of the parish.!

Schools were staffed by what seemed to be an overabundance of religious sisters, 
brothers and priests. Yet in recent years there has been a dramatic shift in our experience 
of Catholic schools. Competent and dedicated lay people are now the key personnel in our 
schools. What was important to an immigrant population does not have the same priority 
of value with second and third generations who wanted to have their children in the public 
school system in order to be part of the local community. Escalating costs forced Catholic 
schools to charge tuition which became impossible for many families. School buildings are 
in need of repair and renovation. The curriculum in Catholic schools must meet the 
challenges of new educational demands and expectations. A number of Catholic schools 
closed in the last two decades because of decreasing enrollment and increased financial 
demands. In light of all these realities, and countless more, it is worthwhile asking the 
question: Are Catholic schools worth the effort? !

Catholic schools: a priceless gift!

The answer to the question of whether Catholic schools are worth the effort has to be a 
resounding YES. More than ever before, Catholic schools are needed if we are to fulfill the 
mission and ministry of Jesus in the most effective way possible. Jesus commanded his 
disciples to teach the Gospel to the ends of the earth. If we want to pass on the message 
of the Gospel and our faith tradition to our children, the Catholic schools become a 
priceless gift. If this gift is to be a reality, however, Catholic schools must be faithful to their 
mission of faithfully sharing the teachings of the Gospel and our tradition not only in what 
is taught, but in the lived example and inspiration of teachers, staff and administrators. And 
the key ingredient for a quality Catholic education is the need for parental involvement and 
example.!

Recent studies indicate that Catholic schools fulfill their educational mission in an 
exemplary way. Catholic schools do make a difference. But the key difference is the ability 
to pass on religious values which impact the life of young people today to help them be 
leaders of tomorrow. Liturgy and prayer must be an integrated part of Catholic school if 
they are to fulfill their mission in an authentic way. 
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Catholic schools: A parish and diocesan ministry!

A major challenge for Catholic schools today is their financial support. Such support 
cannot come from parents alone. It is the responsibility of the parish community and the 
local church to seek ways to support Catholic schools. In fulfilling this responsibility both 
the local parish and local church must also recognize the responsibility to offer quality 
ministry to so many other needs among our people. These needs range from excellent 
programs in religious education and formation for all young persons and adults in a parish 
community to liturgy, from social service needs to family ministry. !

Throughout our nation this week, we are celebrating Catholic Schools Week, a time to 
appreciate a priceless gift and a time to renew as well the essential elements of Catholic 
education and formation which is to be truly Catholic. There is a special challenge of 
reminding parents how essential their role is in providing a Catholic education for their 
own children. !

Catholic schools will be most successful when they see their mission and ministry as part 
and parcel of the total mission and ministry of the parish and local church. When a school 
separates itself from the wider needs of the community, it sows the seeds of its own 
destruction or becomes a private educational enterprise without an identity. !

Are Catholic schools worth the effort? They certainly are. May we find ways to support this 
important mission and ministry of our church in order to provide young people with values 
which make a difference. May God’s grace and peace be yours. !
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