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The Progress

It has always been amazing to me how our secular society has taken Christian feasts and 
traditions and given them a whole new secular meaning. What should be the vigil of a day 
when we recognize the people who have gone before us and are the unnamed saints of 
heaven has become Halloween, a day of ghosts and goblins. St. Nicholas would have a 
difficult time recognizing himself in the "Ho-Ho" chant of the commercial Santa Claus. 
However, this Sunday we celebrate Valentine's Day, when a martyr of the early church 
would suddenly discover a culture which has taken his gift of love and transformed it into 
red hearts, Valentine's Day cards, and heart-shaped boxes of candy. !

This martyr who shed his blood out of love for Christ would surely be amazed to see how 
we remember him in sentimental customs which try to give meaning to the love between 
human beings in our world today. Both St. Valentine and each of us could well ask if St. 
Valentine's Day is a hoax or a sign of hope. !

We’ve got to make a choice!

There's no doubt about it that we live in a culture where one's own pleasure has become 
an ultimate good, and where it is so easy to bury one's conscience. Today, love can 
become a sudden thrill for the adolescent or a sophisticated interlude for the older person 
with other commitments. If this is what Valentine's Day is about, it is definitely a hoax. !

But this weekend we are also asked to consider St. Valentine's Day as a time to reflect on 
the meaning of Christian marriage and the sign of hope which Christian marriage offers to 
our society today. I have to admit that few pastoral experiences compare with the 
excitement of working with couples preparing for marriage or couples celebrating their 25 
or 50 years of marriage. In each instance, as a priest, you are invited to be a part of the 
wonderful commitment which a man and woman offer to each other and celebrate in the 
sacrament of marriage. !

World Marriage Day!

Once again this year on Feb. 14 we will celebrate World Marriage Day, a time to focus on 
the value of marriage and family in our society today. Marriage is a sacrament of the 
church, a sign of God's incredible love for us. As a sacrament of God's grace, the husband 
and wife bring Christ and the good news of love, forgiveness and unity to each other. !

Marriage is a unique expression of a human relationship. It involves a process where two 
individuals grow together as a couple who make room in their relationship for God and for 
children. It is growing in a relationship that is more than a contract, but rather a covenant 
which reflects God's love for us and Christ's love for the church. 
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The call to fidelity!

One of the major challenges facing the Christian community today is to preserve the value 
of marriage and the commitment and fidelity which marriage celebrates. We are told that 
people today are hesitant to make commitments, afraid to trust their ability to make a 
lifetime promise to another, unsure if they want to share life and love with another human 
being in the birth of a child. It is a time to appreciate once again the value of marriage and 
family values. !

Mother Teresa urges that Catholics make their homes "new Nazareths," places where the 
human is cherished, rituals are celebrated and promises are kept. Nazareth was not the 
idyllic situation where there were no problems. There are few values in human experience 
which do not require sacrifice and struggle. !

The myth and the ideal!

Norbertine Father Alfred McBride, in a wonderful small booklet entitled "Staying Faithful," 
makes a distinction between the American myth and the Christian ideal when we try to 
create our new Nazareths. "There is a gulf between instant achievements and long-range 
fulfillment. The myth promises too much too soon and hence delivers disillusionment. The 
ideal promises a lot in the long run and tests the impatience of the seekers of instant 
gratification. The myth dwells on romantic and emotional love. The ideal concentrates on 
realistic, sacrificial love." !

If we are to be faithful to Gospel values and our tradition, we need to find ways to 
overcome the myth and achieve the ideal. We must find ways to support marriage as a 
vocation of love where husbands and wives discover God in their love for each other and 
their children. The value of marriage must be taught in the home and in the example of 
married couples if it is to grasp the imagination and touch the hearts of the community. !

St. Valentine might not recognize how we celebrate a day designated in his honor. But St. 
Valentine could remind all of us that love which has value and meaning involves the risk of 
giving one's life for another despite the cost. May we have the courage to support the 
value of Christian marriage and family life today in our society. May God's grace and 
peace be yours.
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