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The Progress

It is amazing how so much can happen in seven days. I have to admit that this was my 
reaction as I reflected on what took place in my own life last week. The week began, as 
most do, with a visit to a parish community and the celebration of confirmation. Such 
celebrations are always a good experience because they offer me the opportunity to meet 
the gifted and talented young people of Western Washington. I become more and more 
aware of how fortunate young people are in our society today. There are so many options, 
so many opportunities. !

Within 24 hours, I was in a completely different environment. I serve as treasurer of the 
National Conference of Catholic Bishops. As an officer of the NCCB, I join the three other 
officers in an annual four-day conference with the leadership of the bishops of Canada and 
Latin America. The conference this year took place Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. !

I had never traveled before to anywhere south of the United States to Mexico, Central 
America or South America. To journey to Brazil was definitely a new experience. Even 
more so was being with a group of other bishops who spoke English, French, Spanish and 
Portuguese, and yet, the agenda for our discussions was a common concern for the 
church in our hemisphere. I became very much aware of the different issues that the 
church faces in different cultures and countries. I became especially aware of how much I 
personally take for granted. !

Underneath this diversity was the commitment to preach the Gospel. Yet, to fulfill this basic 
commitment, it can be extremely difficult because of economic and educational realities. I 
was very conscious of how we can take for granted the resources we possess. Countless 
dioceses in our hemisphere are entirely dependent on volunteer catechists who gather 
with their people twice each week. They take time on a weekday evening to reflect on the 
word of God and they gather again to celebrate God's word on Sunday because a priest is 
not available. So many of the issues that consume our time and energy are not relevant to 
people in other countries as they focus on far more basic issues of life and health, freedom 
and family, housing and employment. In so many ways, the church and the Gospel speak 
to the people with the call for justice and human dignity. !

My brief trip to South America broadened my appreciation for the diversity that is part of 
the human condition on our planet. The trip helped me as well to appreciate the fact that I 
am part of a church that is not restricted to one culture or country. I discovered again, as I 
have at other times in my life, the value of simplicity and the realization that I don't need all 
the “things” I believe are essential for life. My one hope is that what I discovered may stay 
with me and become part of my life. !
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Yet, what brought the whole week into focus was a quick trip on Saturday morning to a 
Trappist monastery where Father Tim Clark, a priest of the Archdiocese of Seattle, took 
his vows of solemn profession in the Trappist community of Our Lady of Guadalupe Abbey 
in Lafayette, Ore. I had never attended a solemn profession of a religious man before. 
Once again, the liturgy of the church in its powerful simplicity communicated far more than 
the mind or the spirit could ever imagine. The words of commitment, the prayers of the 
liturgy, the prostration on the bare floor, the journey of a few steps to kneel before each of 
the other members of the community and to ask for prayer and support, the blessing and 
putting on of the cowl, the wonderful personal words of the abbot in the homily - these are 
memories I hope to keep for a long time. !

However, I have to admit that as the ceremony of religious commitment ended and we 
began the preparation of the gifts, the Offertory song expressed so much of what we were 
celebrating. “Come my Way, my Truth, my Life: Such a way as gives us breath; Such a 
truth as ends all strife; Such a life as killeth death." !

In a world where productivity and success, what we own and possess are so important, a 
trip to South America and a small Trappist monastery made this past week one to 
remember. The week ended as it began. I celebrated confirmation with a wonderful group 
of young people for whom the world and the future hold so much promise. I hope I can 
convey to them that the real value of the present and the future might take on a whole new 
focus. It's the focus of simplicity where one can discover far more than meets the eye. 
May God's grace and peace be yours. !
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