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The Progress

There are times in all our lives when we confront the unexpected, and we are literally 
knocked off our feet. Last week, this basic insight into life was very much a part of my life 
in a far more realistic way than I ever expected. At the celebration of Mass in Ellensburg 
with Bishop George and Bishop Skylstad, we were seated on folding chairs at the edge of 
a platform. The chairs were extremely close to one another, and at the beginning of the 
Liturgy of the Word, I thought it would be helpful to move over to allow more room. In the 
process, I literally fell off the platform. This was definitely not a liturgical innovation, but 
rather an embarrassing moment which I felt for a few days in more ways than one. !

Later in the week, in trying to get into a van, I was standing on ice and I suddenly found 
my legs splitting apart and my face fell flat into the ground. Once again, I experienced the 
unexpected and I discovered how muscles and tissues respond to such intrusions. The 
unexpected has been a painful lesson.!

Need for the firm foundation!

Such experiences of the unexpected cannot just happen without prompting some 
reflection on how they affect one’s life. I know better than ever the need for a solid 
foundation, whether one is sitting in a chair or walking. But these experiences have also 
made me realize the need for the firm foundation in all areas of life, especially in our 
relationship with God. !

Just as we can take walking or sitting for granted, we can also take God for granted. But 
then the unexpected enters our lives, whether it is death, illness, family problems, 
unemployment, difficulties in relationships, or a host of other human situations. It is those 
times when we turn to God for the gift of God’s presence, help and assistance. And what is 
amazing is that God is present to us, for at the heart of our religious conviction is the fact 
that our God is faithful to us. !

In the Old and New Testament, we meet God as the faithful parent, lover and leader. God’s 
fidelity takes on flesh and blood in the person of Jesus. God’s fidelity to us is a firm 
foundation for the faith we profess and celebrate. Yet, we cannot accept God’s fidelity to 
us without recognizing the challenge we have to live out fidelity in our own lives. !

The call to fidelity!

Norbertine Father Alfred McBride has some wonderful insights into the challenge of fidelity 
for Christians today. There are countless human actions which speak out of our trust in 
one another – a handshake, a kiss, an exchange of rings. “It is this capacity to trust in 
others that lies at the root of fidelity. We know that fidelity is the glue that bonds us to one 
another. Without fidelity, marriages crumble, civil authority loses its credibility, friendships 
erode, religion wanes, and commitments fall apart. When promises cease to be sacred, it 
is time to weep for our world.”
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Father McBride maintains that we need to experience God’s faithfulness to us if we have 
any hope of keeping our promises both to God and to each other. He says, “I argue that 
our personal dignity, our friendships, parish communities, marriages and celibate 
commitments will thrive the more we keep in touch with God’s fidelity to all of us.”!

Fidelity in ministry!

It seems there is a special need to recognize the imperative of fidelity as we share ministry 
to and with one another. Fidelity in ministry within the church today asks us to recognize it 
is not “my ministry which I offer others, but it is the ministry of the church rooted in the 
Gospel and our tradition. Fidelity in ministry asks us to have our lives reflect the religious 
values we share with others. Otherwise, we become living signs of contradiction. !

The well publicized incidents of sexual misconduct by clergy and other church ministers is 
a breach of the trust which people have in those who serve them. It violates the 
commitment of fidelity. For instance, as priests, the celibate commitment may be 
challenging, but it calls for an even greater fidelity today which hopefully will be energizing 
and life-giving for both priests and people who are served. !

A commitment to fidelity provides a strong foundation for our faith. There is no doubt that 
God is faithful to us. When we dare to imitate God’s fidelity, it’s amazing how we can face 
the unexpected with hope. May God’s grace and peace be yours. 
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