
In Joy and Hope
by!

 Archbishop Thomas J. Murphy

The Progress

During this past week, I traveled to six different communities in Western Washington for 
seven celebrations of the Rite of Election. I have to admit it was tiring. The journey from 
Seattle to Vancouver and back up to Tacoma, Lacey, Poulsbo and Bellingham made me 
very much aware of how large our local church is.!

Even though it was a long drive that came at the end of a long day, it was amazing how 
energizing it can be when you have the opportunity to meet people at this unique 
celebration. Somehow or other, the tiredness disappears as hundreds of catechumens and 
candidates for full communion with our church come up with their sponsor to greet you. 
Once again, I discovered there is a real joy in meeting people. !

It is only an encounter for 30 seconds or a minute at the most. However, it is amazing how 
significant that brief period of time can be. Faces of people who came forward revealed a 
deep joy of what this celebration meant to them. They were with family, friends, and 
parishioners who celebrated the decision they had made to become members of the 
Catholic Church at the Easter Vigil.!

I met countless young adults who were with their fiancées. They seemed to have a special 
joy of not only planning to celebrate life and love, but faith as well. It will be hard to forget 
the young couple with two small children who were coming into the church as a family. I 
could not help asking what prompted this decision. They replied, "We were looking for 
something that would give meaning to our lives and we found it in the church." !

It happens every year, and it happened again this year. An older couple greeted me and I 
asked how long they had been married. They replied, “Fifty-three years!” I asked the wife, 
who was the full candidate for full communion, why she had waited so long to consider this 
option. She said, as she gave her husband one of those looks that is hard to forget, “He 
never asked me!” !

The Rite of Election is a grace and a gift to all of us. It especially helps those of us who 
were baptized as infants to appreciate what it means to be a member of the church. In 
talking with the catechumens and the candidates for full communion, there seemed to be 
common themes behind the decision they made. They found their parish community to be 
welcoming and hospitable. It was a gathering of people that helped to respond to their 
needs. Key to the parish experience were quality experiences of worship that helped 
people celebrate their faith in sign, symbol and ritual. It seemed that the people I met and 
talked to had a deep spirituality with a hunger for reverence of the sacred. Finally, there 
was an appreciation for the values that the church preaches and teaches. 
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People often ask today whether religion has a future in contemporary society. Such critics 
would have found the gatherings for the Rite of Election an amazing experience. The Rite 
of Christian Initiation of Adults is an inspiration and challenge to all of us. What we could 
well take for granted is what inspires others to join our faith community. !

It definitely was a long week. It was tiring. It was also energizing and life-giving. How else 
can you describe the opportunity to meet more than 1,500 persons who are joining the 
church this Easter Vigil? May God's grace and peace be yours. !
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