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The Progress

The second week of Lent brings us from the desert, where Jesus encounters temptations 
to the mountaintop. On the mountaintop, Peter, James and John experience an incredible 
sight. They see Jesus in his glory. They witness his transfiguration. !

As always, it seems that the impetuous Peter reacts immediately to the event. He 
announces, “Lord, it is good for us to be here.” He immediately wants to build three tents – 
one for Jesus as well as one for Moses and Elijah. However, a voice from the heavens 
interrupts Peter. The voice says, “This is my beloved son on who my favor rests. Listen to 
him.”!

Peter, James and John react to the voice by falling flat on their faces and we are told “they 
were overcome with fear.” But Jesus would tell them, “Do not be afraid.” They hear the 
same message that angels gave to Mary, Joseph and the shepherds. Jesus will repeat this 
message to the women on Easter morning. However, in this situation, the call to overcome 
fear has a special urgency. The urgency comes from the command, “Listen to him.”!

“Listen to him”!

There is no doubt that the command to listen to Jesus can be demanding. In fact, it is 
difficult to listen to anyone when we believe there are personal agendas that need to be 
addressed. This is true for all of us, whatever our position in the world or the church today. 
For some, we are told that we listen best when we agree totally with what has been said to 
us. Yet, listening demands an appreciation of our own commitments and integrity, as well 
as the responsibility we have. !

There is a special challenge today to listen to Jesus. The challenge becomes very 
concrete within the church, especially for pastoral ministers. It is interesting to read the 
words of Sulpiscian Father Richard Gula, in a new book entitled, Ethics in Pastoral 
Ministry, (Paulist Press, New York, Mahwah, New Jersey, 1996.)!

Service of fundamental human needs!

Father Gula outlines well the professional duties of pastoral ministers. They include the 
need for specialized knowledge and skills, service of fundamental human needs, 
commitment to the best interests of others, and systems of accountability. The challenge of 
listening to Jesus becomes demanding when we are asked to continue the mission and 
ministry of Jesus. !

Father Gula describes the challenge by writing: “The duty of pastoral ministers is to 
represent the church in faithful and loving ways through their various ministries. As 
ministers of the mission of the church, we no longer act simply as private individuals, but 
as representatives of the church. No matter how charismatic or prophetic we might be, we 
must represent more than our personal insight. As public representatives of the church, we 
must consider how our actions affect the overall well being of the community. 
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“Even though the tradition of church law does not hold lay ministers accountable as 
representatives of the church to the same degree as it does ordained ministers, all are still 
responsible to witness on behalf of the church. The public can expect us to provide 
witness, worship, preaching, teaching, direction and pastoral care in accord with the 
church’s doctrinal, moral and spiritual traditions. The church, in effect, is expressing its 
vision, values and beliefs through us.” (p. 57)!

I suspect that Peter, James and John had no idea how demanding the challenge would be 
for them to be faithful to the command of God: “Listen to him!” In later years, they would 
most likely look back at this moment of glory and recognize how God’s grace and 
presence would sustain them. !

The challenge of Lent!

The challenge of Lent is to become more committed this year to be disciples of Jesus. For 
this second week of Lent, we need to go to the mountaintop and see the glorious Christ. 
With Peter we too can say, “It is good for us to be here!” Yet, we also need to hear the 
voice that tells us, “Listen to him.”!

Lent could well be a time when we improve our skills of spiritual listening. But spiritual 
listening also demands a commitment to what we have heard. This is a challenge not only 
for all those who minister in the church today, but for all of us. It is amazing what happens 
when you go to a mountaintop. May God’s gifts of grace and peace be yours. !

‘It is good for us to be here!’


