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The Progress

In all our lives, there are people we meet whom we will never forget. Such meetings could 
well happen once, or there could be many such encounters with these significant persons. 
What makes such encounters unique is that they impact our lives. It could well be the word 
that was spoken, the challenge offered, or the experience of understanding and friendship 
shared. After meeting certain people, our lives are never the same again. !

In our quest for spirituality, we are invited to meet Jesus, our friend and brother. This is not 
an ordinary contact between people with a superficial relationship. Rather, it is the 
opportunity to meet the source of life and love, the person who is able to give meaning and 
purpose to our lives, the person whom we are asked to follow as disciples. !

The Samaritan woman!

In the Gospel this weekend, we watch what happens when Jesus meets the first of three 
unique people during these weeks of Lent. Each encounter has its own flavor, but it is 
obvious that the people whom Jesus meets will never be the same again.  !

The Gospel story of the Samaritan woman at the well is a tale of thirst. Though Jesus  
asks the Samaritan woman for water, he is really inviting her to realize that she is the one 
who is thirsting. !

This encounter is a story of God’s grace  operating outside of all preconceived categories. 
After all, Jesus is a male Jew whom everyone would expect to ignore a Samaritan, and 
especially a Samaritan woman. Jewish society would recognize this woman as one who 
lived and worshipped in the wrong place, had the wrong gender and was involved in a 
wrong and unconventional marriage. And yet, Jesus accepts her; he does not judge her; 
instead, he draws her out. And her response to her encounter with Jesus is to run into the 
nearby town to invite neighbors and friends to meet Jesus and hear the good news that 
she has found the font of living water in him. !

Jesus the oasis!

Jesus' encounter with the Samaritan woman is a model for our own growth in spirituality. 
Spirituality comes down to recognizing and appreciating our relationship to God. Like the 
Samaritan woman, we all thirst. We thirst for love, understanding, acceptance. We thirst 
for answers to life's questions and mysteries. We often live frantic and frazzled lives to 
satisfy our thirst by running to the wells of money, prestige, sexuality or power. Yet, we 
know that such wells do not really yield living water, but we eventually discover that they 
leave a bad taste in our mouths. !

In the desert of life, there is only one true oasis: Jesus. Jesus is the living water that brings 
life and hope to the dryness of our lives. Jesus accepts us for who we are, as he did the 
Samaritan woman. However, if our encounter with Jesus is to make a difference, we must 
also listen, question and open ourselves up to his presence in our lives. Such openness 
will only yield profound understanding and faith.  
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A call for honesty!

What characterizes the meaning of the Samaritan woman with Jesus is a refreshing 
honesty. Jesus is totally honest in speaking to her, which creates the opportunity for the 
Samaritan woman to see herself in an entirely new way. Our quest for spirituality must 
have the same honesty which helps us avoid mediocrity and compromise. Honesty calls 
us to recognize our gifts and talents and to use them well with responsibility and 
accountability. What nourishes our gifts is the living water of Jesus' presence. And once 
we begin to drink the living waters and to let them flow through our lives, then we must do 
what the Samaritan woman did. We must become evangelizers to others to break open 
the dikes and lower the dams in all our lives which prevent God's living waters from 
touching us and quenching our thirst. Honesty asks us to recognize the blockades to 
God's presence in our lives. !

Spirituality is not just an issue that involves God and me. Once I meet God and I 
recognize the oasis that God offers us in Jesus, then we must find ways to invite others to 
come to the waters. I'll drink to that! May God's grace and peace be yours. 
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