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The Rite of Election – an experience of faith 
For the past week, I have been involved in seven celebrations of what is called, "The Rite of 
Election." I have gone from Kelso to Bellingham, from Tacoma to Port Angeles, from Aberdeen 
to Seattle to be part of a wonderful liturgical ritual. It is the recognition of people whom we call 
catechumens and candidates. !
Catechumens are those men and women who have never been baptized and who will celebrate 
the Sacraments of Initiation at the Easter Vigil. The Sacraments of Initiation include baptism, 
confirmation and the Eucharist. Candidates are people baptized in a another Christian faith 
tradition who plan on becoming members of the Roman Catholic faith community this Easter 
and who will celebrate the sacraments of reconciliation, Eucharist and confirmation. !
At these seven celebrations, almost 1,500 people came forward to be welcomed and recognized 
for their journey of faith. They did not come alone. Rather, they were accompanied by their 
sponsors, members of their families, parishioners and pastors. It was an amazing community 
celebration. !

The RCIA - a celebration of faith!
The Rite of Election is part of what is known as the RCIA, or the Rite of Christian Initiation of 
Adults. It marks the final weeks of preparation for people planning to enter the Roman Catholic 
faith community at Easter. It is the culmination of a one- or two-year process where the parish 
community encourages, supports, and accompanies people interested in becoming members of 
our church. The RCIA is one of the gifts offered to us by Vatican II which restored this ancient 
rite of the church. As archbishop of our local church, it is my privilege to preside at each of these 
seven celebrations. !
As individuals came forward to sign the Book of the Elect as catechumens or to be welcomed as 
candidates, I had the chance to meet each and every one of them. In this brief encounter, I had 
an opportunity to speak and to listen for a moment, but some of those moments will remain with 
me until the day I die. !
I will remember the elderly man who told me he had been married for fifty years, and he 
introduced me to his wife by saying, "We have shared life for fifty years and now we share a 
faith. I couldn't be happier." The tears were visible as he shook my hand and glided it over to his 
wife's. The mother who introduced me to her son said, "I was angry with God when he was born 
and never had him baptized. But it's wonderful how my son has discovered God and helped me 
to discover God as well." !
The stories of faith and hope could go on and on, but it is obvious that the experience of these 
catechumens and candidates was powerful. And at the heart of each story was the adventure of 
people finding God and God finding them.  
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A community celebration!
The RCIA experience is a far cry from the way in which people were welcomed into the church 
some years ago. The custom previously was to have individual instructions with the priest or a 
series of classes known as Convert Classes. The RCIA is a community experience where 
people journey together in faith with others who are interested in becoming members of our 
church. But they do so in company with parishioners who act as sponsors for the catechumens 
and candidates. In powerful rituals during the Sunday liturgy, the catechumens and candidates 
are recognized and acknowledged through signs and symbols ranging from the Rite of Welcome 
to the scrutinies to what is called the "mystagogia" which is the period of ongoing formation after 
Easter. !
It is the involvement of the entire parish community directly or indirectly in the RCIA which 
makes a difference. As a local church here in Western Washington, we can be part of this 
adventure in faith which the catechumens and candidates are experiencing by our prayers for 
them. !

Catechumens and candidates - a gift to all of us!
The catechumens and candidates offer all of us a powerful gift. In asking some people what 
prompted them to make this decision, the answers varied. Yet, they had a common theme which 
was basically a search for God, the appreciation of ritual and tradition, the need for community, 
the sacramental life of the church. As people shared these reasons with me, I became very 
grateful for so much of what I and others could well take for granted which is the gift of faith and 
the gift of the church. !
As we continue our Lenten journey, it would be good to take some time each day to remember 
the many people in the Church of Western Washington who are helping us be more aware of 
the gift of our faith and our church. The catechumens and candidates are receiving a gift this 
Easter. But they are also offering us a powerful gift in return. May God's grace and peace be 
yours. 
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