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The Progress

In his reflections on the parish community, Pope John Paul II emphasizes the role and 
responsibility of the priest pastor. Yet, at the same time, the pope recognizes and applauds 
the invaluable role of lay people who fulfill various ecclesial responsibilities. He says, "We 
see a true source of hope in the willingness of a considerable number of lay people to play 
a more active and diversified role in ecclesial life, and to take the necessary steps to train 
seriously for this."!
A parish community reflects a wonderful vitality when it seeks out lay people to fulfill 
different ministries. As ministers within a parish, professional members of a parish staff 
must bring a solid theological background which they are able to share with people. In this 
capacity as parish ministers, lay people are public ministers who must speak and act in 
that name of the church. Moreover, their own lives must be a witness to the faith they 
proclaim in various ways. To do otherwise is to contradict their own ministry. Every attempt 
must be made to provide professional lay ministers with a just salary and benefits.!
Professional lay ministers are an invaluable gift to our parishes. Yet, we need to recognize 
as well the contribution that volunteers share with parish communities. We need to give a 
priority to find ways to provide our countless volunteers with opportunities for ongoing 
formation and education. Workshops, study days, and printed resources are but some of 
the ways in which we respond to this challenge.!

Need for a common vision!
As priests and lay people work within a parish community, the focus must not be on their 
own personal needs or concerns. Rather, the focus must be the people whom they serve. 
The pope says, "One of the main concerns of pastors and of the faithful who have 
responsibilities is to promote harmonious unity in the community. This is an essential 
condition if the local church is to be a transparent sign of Christ's presence in the eyes of 
the baptized who do not take part in her daily life and in society as a whole."!
As priests and laypeople fulfill their distinct roles and responsibilities within a parish, a 
basic question they must ask in any ministerial examination of conscience would be: 
"Does our ministry become a transparent sign of Christ's presence?" All those who 
minister within the church must ask if they share the presence of Jesus with others. Do our 
words and actions reflect the presence of Christ?!
This is indeed a challenge because, as the pope notes, "Among Christians, there is an 
enormous diversity of social backgrounds, cultures, interests as well as charisms." Within 
our local Church in Western Washington, this diversity is so evident in the wonderful ways 
in which the multicultural communities share their heritage, religious faith and devotions 
with us.!
All ministers must find ways to preach, live and share the presence of Christ to all people. 
We must appreciate the diversities of race, culture, language, religious devotions, and the 
various levels of peoples’ faith commitment and knowledge.
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A call to all people to unity!
To reflect the presence of Christ is not the responsibility of only a few within a parish 
community. Pope John Paul II says, "The parishes vocation is precisely to enable each 
individual to express himself (or herself) and to be part of the unity of the body formed by 
different but complimentary members. Let us not cease to meditate on St. Paul's lessons 
in this regard (cf. 1 Corinthians 12)."!
The parish needs to tap into and utilize the gifts of all its members. In doing so, the parish 
becomes a community of ministers who share their gifts with one another. It is interesting 
that the Holy Father refers to St. Paul's first letter to the Corinthians.!
Paul emphasizes the different gifts that individual people possess. Just as each and every 
part of the body contributes to the integrity of the body in different though complimentary 
ways, so too all gifts of ministry must promote the unity of the faith community. Paul's 
image of the body also emphasizes the diversity and unique function of different parts of 
the body. Such diversity of roles and responsibilities also exist within the church.!
How does a parish use the gifts of all its people? The pope tells us that "the ecclesial 
community must continue to be a meeting place for all generations, despite the gaps 
which are often observed." A parish community cannot focus its mission and ministry 
exclusively on one generation of people.!
Dialogue and respect must take place between adults and young people. Pope John Paul 
II says "without passively waiting, adults must keep in touch with young people, must be 
able to accept them, listen to their requests, understand their problems and their worries 
about the future, give them a place to which they are fully entitled and a share in their 
responsibilities."!
In his ministry, Pope John Paul II has reached out in powerful ways to young people. 
Parish communities must do the same. The pope says "we must help them (young 
people) fit into the adult world to which they have a great deal to contribute.” Here in 
Western Washington, we will be making a special outreach to young adults. We are 
asking them to attend listening sessions that will be held throughout the archdiocese this 
spring. We hope to hear their hopes, dreams and expectations of the church. In doing so, 
we will help our local church and parish communities become a "meeting place for all 
generations."!
It is obvious that Pope John Paul II 's reflections on the parish community call us to a new 
sense of urgency if we are to make the Kingdom of God, come alive among us. May we 
have the faith and courage to do so. May God's gifts of grace and peace be yours.!
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