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The Progress

The last words a person speaks at the end of one’s life have a rare importance and 
urgency. When Jesus gathered his disciples around him before his ascension into heaven, 
he gave them a final command: “Go therefore, teach all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.” The final command of Jesus was the 
challenge of evangelization.!

Pope John Paul II reminds us that a primary mission of a parish community is 
evangelization. He says, “The ecclesial community’s vitality emerges in its fidelity to the 
mission which the Lord entrusted to his disciples: evangelization.” In many ways, the 
commitment to evangelization reflects whether a parish has a sense of maintenance or 
mission.!

At the heart of evangelization is the proclamation of God’s word. The Holy Father tells us, 
“We are the guardians and messengers of the Good News. In all its forms, the apostolate 
consists first of all in transmitting and preaching the word of salvation, and knowledge of 
the Word who is the way, the truth and the life. God’s word alone can truly illumine each 
individual’s path, give full meaning to family life, to professional activities and to the 
thousand tasks of social life, and open the way to hope.”!

God’s word!

As Roman Catholics, we are a community of word and sacrament. The Vatican II 
document on “Priestly Life and Ministry” tells priests that their “first responsibility” is to 
proclaim the word of God. God has entrusted a living word to us that we need to guard 
and share with others. !

As guardians of God’s word, we need to appreciate our obligation to be faithful to this 
word. The word of God is more than a written message or the spoken word. The Word of 
God is Jesus who is the way, the truth and the life that makes a difference in all human 
activity and endeavors.!

For a parish community to make a commitment to evangelization, it must be open to being 
evangelized. The pope says, “Each believer always needs to … be challenged by Christ 
and to be converted by listening to the word which makes great demands but at the same 
time is a precious gift, for it is the proclamation of salvation, reconciliation and the victory 
of life over death.”!

The word of God can be a source of hope, consolation, and comfort. Yet, the word of God 
is always challenging. Fidelity to God’s word asks us to make hard choices at times, to be 
people committed to justice, peace, life and Gospel values. In living out this commitment, 
we proclaim God’s victory over sin and death. When we live and preach the word of God, 
we share in Jesus’ ministry of salvation and reconciliation. 
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Religious foundation and education!

In living and proclaiming the word of God, we are fulfilling one of the basic ministries of a 
parish community: the religious formation and education of children, young people and 
adults.!

Pope John Paul II tells us, “The preparation of children and young people to accept the 
Word of life is a fundamental mission of evangelization for communities.” Adults today 
must pass on the gift of faith to the next generation. !

This is not an easy task. It requires “the deepest devotion in those who dedicate 
themselves to this task.” Moreover, as in all education endeavors, those involved in 
religious education and formation must acquire “skills without which the other parishioners 
might lose interest in what continues to be a mission for all.” Once again we confront the 
challenge of helping professional and volunteer catechists fulfill this important ministry on 
behalf of parish communities. !

In addition to proclaiming the word of God to children and young people, the pope asks 
parish communities “to present Christ’s message to those who only occasionally go to 
church, to baptized persons who let the grace received in childhood remain buried.”!

If we are to make a difference in these peoples’ lives, they must find us to be “convinced 
and welcoming witnesses.” As people who have heard God’s word and try to live it, we are 
indeed “fortunate to believe and must know how to share it.”!

Evangelization: A community responsibility!

Evangelization can be the effort of individuals. Yet, as Pope John Paul II states, “An 
isolated witness has its limitations, but witnesses stimulated by the community will be 
better able to share the hope (that) does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been 
poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us (Romans 5:5).”!

The ministry of evangelization must impact the lives of people in their work, in their 
neighborhoods, within the family context. Every aspect of human existence needs to 
experience the liberating power of God’s word. !

Yet, how do we fulfill this ministry of evangelization in an effective way? The Pope 
encourages people in parish communities to be a part of “movements and associations” 
which provide a “valuable incentive” to the mission of evangelization. People who work 
together to achieve a goal are more effective than the isolated individual. !

The parish community committed to evangelization is able to “help develop the spiritual 
life, form youth, share apostolic concern in the different walks of life and see that the 
service of the most underprivileged is effective and constant.”!

In many ways, evangelization will be the determining factor for the vitality and viability of a 
parish community. Evangelization asks people to take the important religious values, 
celebrations and beliefs of our religious tradition and to share them with others. In doing 
so we continue the mission and ministry of Jesus in today’s world. !

As we approach a new millennium, it is good to remember the challenge that Pope John 
Paul II offers us, “I would once again like to encourage the faithful … to renew their 
commitments to evangelization as individuals, in the family, and in the groups which have 
been formed.” When we respond this this challenge in faith and action, we are celebrating 
a new Pentecost. May we have the hope and courage to do so. May God’s gifts of grace 
and peace be yours in abundance. 
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