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The Progress

Our reflections on spirituality this Lent have brought us from the desert to the mountain. 
We walk with Jesus and experience temptation as he did; we climb to the mountaintop to 
see Jesus transfigured before us and we realize that the ultimate victory belongs to Jesus, 
and to us as well, if we dare to believe in him. We met the Samaritan woman and 
recognize her questions can be our questions as we accept the unconditional love of 
Jesus Christ. And yet, like the man born blind, we are given sight in order to make God's 
wonder and presence evident in our own life and to share that gift with others.!

This weekend we meet Lazarus, a friend of Jesus. What is wonderful about this Gospel 
passage is not only the miracle of life which Jesus gave to Lazarus, but to recognize the 
fact that Jesus shared friendship, care and concern with Lazarus and his sisters, Mary and 
Martha. Our encounter with Lazarus this weekend gets to the heart of spirituality and our 
relationship to God: it is a matter of life or death. Just as the healing of the blind man 
shows us that Jesus is the light, the raising of Lazarus demonstrates that Jesus is the life. !

The challenge of faith!

I could never figure out why Jesus took so long bringing Lazarus back to life. He seems to 
take his time getting to the home of Lazarus. And then, he enters into a long conversation 
with Martha. It seems that Martha is a person of faith, but she sees Jesus merely as an 
extraordinary person. Slowly and gradually, Jesus lets Martha know that he is life itself and 
that even though people may physically die, the spiritual life of the person continues and 
grows.!

The miracle of raising Lazarus from the dead prepares us for the passion, death and 
resurrection of Jesus. We are told that from the time Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead, 
plans were put in place to kill Jesus. To believe in Jesus is to open oneself up to that same 
transforming experience. This is the invitation extended to all of us where we too are 
asked to come out of the tombs of death in our own lives and to discover the life which 
Jesus offers. !

Do you believe this?!

As Jesus prepares to raise Lazarus from the dead, he tells Martha, 'I am the resurrection 
and life; whoever believes in me, though he or she should die, will come to life; and 
whoever is alive and believes in me will never die." He then asks Martha, "Do you believe 
this?" !

The same question is asked of us as we seek to grow in our relationship to God. It calls us 
to identify the tombs which we have created which contradict the gift of God's life in us. It 
could be the tomb of pride, or selfishness, the tomb of power or wealth, the tomb of only 
being concerned about our needs and our pleasure. Jesus commands us to "Come out!" 
Come out to experience the life which only he can offer. 
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Coming out of the tombs we create could bring difficulties, pain and sorrow. We will be 
challenged with the unexpected as we try to be faithful to what the Lord asks of us. Yet, in 
living our lives in fidelity to the Gospel, we imitate the passion, death and resurrection of 
Jesus. The Paschal mystery is at the heart of a spirituality which touches our lives that 
gives new meaning to who we are and all we do.  !

The challenge!

Archbishop Oscar Romero expresses the challenge well when he writes, "To each one of 
us Christ is saying: If you want your life and mission to be fruitful like mine, do as I. Be 
converted into a seed that lets itself be buried. Let yourself be killed. Do not be afraid. 
Those who shun suffering will remain alone. No one is more alone than the selfish. But if 
you give your life out of love for others, as I give mine for all, you will reap a great 
harvest." !

Archbishop Romero asks us to see the dying that is part of our lives as an opportunity to 
live life to the fullest. Our dying and rising can be a daily experience as we give ourselves 
in our relationship to others in marriage, as single people, as clergy and religious. It is the 
daily dying to self which yields new life. Do you believe this? It's the ultimate question of 
faith because the answer will only bring us the gift of life to the fullest. It really is a matter 
of life or death. May God's grace and peace be yours. !
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