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The Progress

“I am the resurrection and the life.” !

In this weekend’s Gospel, we meet the final of three characters whose encounters with 
Jesus offers us valuable insights as we plan for the pastoral care of people in our parish 
communities. We meet Lazarus, a close friend of Jesus, who is initially very sick.  Much to 
the chagrin of his disciples, Jesus delays in going to assist Lazarus. During the delay, 
Lazarus dies. When Jesus finally arrives in Bethany, Lazarus' sister, Martha, tells Jesus, 
"Lord, if you had been here, my brother would never have died.” Jesus goes on to tell her, 
“I am the resurrection and the life.!

Jesus goes to the tomb where they had laid Lazarus and meets another sister, Mary, who 
repeats what Martha had said earlier: "Lord, if you had been here, my brother would never 
have died." Jesus' response was to weep over the loss of a friend. Jesus then went to the 
tomb and called out loudly, "Lazarus, come out." Lazarus came out of the tomb, and 
walked away with the gift of new life. The Gospel ends by telling us that many people put 
their faith in Jesus as a result of what they had seen. !

Where is God’s presence today?!

As we anticipate the changes that will take place in the staffing of parishes in Western 
Washington, we could well ask why God is allowing this to happen. We could wonder if 
Jesus was really serious when he promised that the Holy Spirit would be with the church 
until the end of time. We are tempted to make a statement similar to the one made by 
Martha and Mary: "Lord, if you had been here, this would never have happened.” Where is 
God's presence in what is happening in the church today?!

The death of Lazarus provided Jesus with the opportunity to bring life out of death, to call 
forth a dead man from an empty tomb. The story of Lazarus has its primary focus not on 
death, but on the new life that must come from the tomb. It is in the new gift of life that we 
recognize God's presence. !

The tombs of today!

Many people today live in the tombs of their own creation. They don't recognize their own 
confinement because they have grown accustomed to having everything in place without 
any openness to change. There is a real need for us to hear the command of Jesus in this 
weekend’s Gospel: “Come out of the tombs that you have created and enjoy the new life 
that is possible.”
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We have the automatic expectation that a priest will be available each Sunday at 
convenient times for us to celebrate the Eucharist. We automatically expect that a priest 
will be available to talk with us on any issue at any time of the morning, noon or night. We 
expect that if a priest is really interested in what we are doing, he will be present at each 
and every meeting of any group within the parish. We expect the priest to have the 
immediate answer to any and all problems, ranging from spiritual needs to liturgical 
issues, from family counseling to moral issues.!

There are countless other expectations that people have regarding priests serving us 
today. I wonder if all these expectations create a tomb that confines us and cause only 
frustration and disappointment. !

Come out of the tomb!

Do we dare to hear the call of Jesus to come out of our tombs and experience the life that 
is possible in the church today through our parish communities? Do each of us recognize 
the baptismal call each one of us has to share ministry with others in our community? Do 
we appreciate the gifted and competent volunteer and professional parish staff persons 
besides the priest who are able to respond to our needs? Do we understand that like all 
other human beings, the priest has limited time, energy and abilities, as well as his own 
need for prayer, reflection and study? !

Are we open to experiences of prayer with deacons and lay people who have been 
certified for this liturgical responsibility? Are we open to accepting the alternatives that the 
church herself presents to us for the pastoral care of people when there is a dwindling 
number of priests? Do we give the encouragement of vocations to the priesthood a priority 
in our prayer and in our parish and faith communities? !

I believe these are the questions we need to ask if we are to discover new life in the 
process of trying to provide quality pastoral care to our parish communities. The present 
moment need not be one that announces the death of parish life as we have known it, but 
rather an opportunity to embrace new life that can energizing and grace-filled. !

The choice is yours!

We need to have an appreciation of the challenge before us by our care and concern for 
each and every parish and faith community. We must search for ways in which the gifts 
and talents of people in one parish might be shared with others. We are challenged to live 
out our commitment as a people united together in faith and worship, as sisters and 
brothers in the family of God here in Western Washington. !

Where do we find the ultimate answer for providing quality pastoral care to our people? I 
believe it is in the example given us by the Samaritan woman, the man born blind, and 
Lazarus. We must see Jesus as the source of life in the baptismal water he offers us; we 
must be open to see in entirely new ways and not blame others for our blindness; and we 
must hear the cry of Jesus to come out of the tombs we have created and appreciate the 
opportunities we have for new experiences of quality pastoral care. May God's grace and 
peace be yours. 
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