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The Progress

“I am in your midst as the one who serves you.” !

The Gospels of Lent bring us to a violent conclusion. It’s a long journey from the desert 
where Jesus faced temptations to the hill on Calvary. The transfiguration of Jesus stands 
in stark contrast to the crucifixion of Jesus. The encounters that Jesus had with the 
Samaritan woman, the man born blind, and Lazarus are quite different from the 
encounters he has with the Roman soldiers, Pilate and Judas. Yet, it is interesting to note 
that the whole passion account takes place in a unique context. It begins with the Last 
Supper, where Jesus tells his disciples, “I am in your midst as one who serves you.”!

It is the service of others in the name of love that characterizes the life of Jesus. It is such 
service that prompts Jesus to make the ultimate sacrifice of giving up his life for the human 
race. Jesus' sacrifice makes possible the great Christian paradox. It is the paradox that 
changes death to life, service to triumph, poverty to richness, and sin to grace. If there is 
one challenge in the account of the passion and death of Jesus that we need to imitate 
today, it is the challenge to be of service to others. !

The Christian vocation - service!

Disciples of Jesus have a vocation to be of service to others. Such service must be the 
motivating force in our lives within the Christian community today. As we strive to provide 
quality pastoral care to our parish communities, we need to realize that such pastoral care 
takes place when each baptized person lives out his or her vocation. Pastoral care in 
parish communities is not a responsibility of only a few persons. It is a vocation we share 
as disciples of Jesus. !

Different ministries!

Baptism is the sacrament that calls each person to ministry. Yet, baptismal ministry 
becomes more specified in the unique and indispensable ministry to which some are 
called. There is the vocation of priesthood that calls men to proclaim God's word, celebrate 
the Eucharist and other sacraments, and be leaders of the Christian community. !

Priesthood is essential to the church. The celebration of the Eucharist that gives the 
Roman Catholic Church a unique identity demands the presence of a priest. Pope John 
Paul II has said, "There is no church without the Eucharist, and there is no Eucharist 
without priests. How can the church exist without the ordained priesthood?" Yet, we know 
today we face the reality of a dwindling number of priests. How do we respond to this 
challenge? We must first of all pray for vocations to priesthood, as well as seek ways to 
encourage men to consider priesthood. 
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Yet, the reality remains of trying to find ways to provide quality pastoral care to people. 
That is why Pope John Paul II says, " ... there is still much to be done by way of opening 
up the whole field of possible initiatives and activities to these fresh energies of the laity, 
preparing and training them to play their part and linking up with the ministry of priests and 
the witness of religious ... " !

Imagination and daring!

In the diverse ministries that are part of the Christian community, there is a need for 
collaboration where each ministry recognizes its limitations and possibilities. At the same 
time, again as Pope John Paul Il tells us, “On the practical level it is also important to bring 
more imagination and daring to the concept of the possible areas of participation by the 
laity, since these are far from being fully explored.” In our own church here in Western 
Washington, we have responded with imagination to the challenge of providing quality 
pastoral care to our parish communities. While respecting the uniqueness of the essential 
difference between ordained and lay ministry, we have asked people to accept the 
ministry of pastoral life director or parochial minister to share in the pastoral care of people 
in accord with canon law. !

What is important in this time of transition is a spirit of hope and confidence on the part of 
all people. Yes, there will be fewer opportunities for people to gather on a weekend for the 
celebration of the Eucharist. Yes, there will be a need to respect the gifts of others than 
priests who will be present to serve us. !

Yes, there will be a need for each person to become more involved in his or her parish 
community. Yes, there will be a need for all people to grow in a knowledge and awareness 
of our faith tradition. !

The ministry of service!

As we prepare for new ways to provide quality pastoral care to our people, we need to 
recognize the ministry of service that has been shared with us over the years and 
continues to be shared with us today. We need to appreciate the laity, deacons, religious 
men and women, and priests who have dedicated their lives to the church. It is a ministry 
of service that imitates the ministry that Jesus offers in his passion and death. !

Yet, this same ministry of service is a vocation that belongs to all of us. May we respond to 
our vocation with faith and hope. May the service that Jesus offers through his passion 
and death be an example for all of us. It is a service that culminates in the new life of 
Easter. May God's grace and peace be yours.!
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