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The Progress

Throughout the world this weekend, people will come to church to celebrate the greatest 
feast in our tradition as a community of faith. We celebrate Jesus Christ's resurrection from 
the dead. Easter is the ultimate triumph and victory of Jesus as he conquers sin and 
death. For disciples of Jesus, Easter is the event that makes a difference. If Christ did not 
rise from the dead, our faith makes little or no sense. !

Our Lenten journey in spirituality comes to an unusual ending in a most unusual place. 
During this past Lent, we walked with Jesus in the desert and climbed up to the Mount of 
the Transfiguration. Each of these journeys gave us a new perspective. And now, we find 
ourselves in front of an empty tomb with nothing or no one there. We met the Samaritan 
woman, the man born blind, and Lazarus. Each of these encounters challenged us to look 
at our relationship to Jesus as the source of living water, the light and life of the world. As 
we stand in front of the empty tomb, we meet no one, for no one is there. But this brings 
us to the heart of Christian spirituality, for there's always more there than meets the eye. !

The risk of faith!

John's Gospel that is proclaimed on Easter Sunday presents three different people running 
to the empty tomb and having different reactions. Mary Magdalene is the first to arrive, and 
realizes something has happened, but she doesn't understand. Peter literally sees nothing 
in front of him and fails to make the connection which faith asks. And finally, the other 
disciple whom we know as John himself, peers in and sees exactly what Mary and Peter 
saw. And we are told, "He saw and believed." He took the risk of faith. !

I find it so easy to identify with each of these characters in the Easter story. There is so 
much happening at times in my life that I fail to take the time to make the connections with 
religious faith. I can be challenged to see God's presence and life right in front of me, and 
there is so much that blinds me. And, then, there are those times when I ask for faith to 
see more than meets the eye. It is a risk, but it can make all the difference. !

An Easter spirituality!

Today's Gospel begins by John telling us that it was still dark and early in the morning 
when Mary Magdalene came to the tomb. For John, the images of darkness and light are 
powerful symbols of Jesus and the Christian message itself. Spirituality asks us to walk 
from darkness into light, to be open to the light which the word of God offers us. It is a 
word that tells us that so much of life is living out the paschal mystery, the powerful 
experience of living, suffering, dying but always rising in the end. !

Easter gives meaning to our lives as disciples of Jesus. It is the awareness and conviction 
that when we open our lives to the presence of the risen Lord, we can emerge from 
despair, darkness and uncertainty into the experience of new life and hope. 
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Signs and symbols!

As a kid, one of the powerful memories I have of Easter is that, no matter how broke my 
parents were, they always managed for us to have some new clothes to wear for Easter. 
The new clothes were more than additions to a limited wardrobe, but rather a sign and 
symbol of what Easter is all about. It is the willingness to put on Christ, to recognize the 
new vision which Jesus offers to us if we dare to believe. !

Spirituality is seeing, recognizing and connecting our lives with God on a daily basis. 
Eucharist is the celebration of the full meaning of Easter, for Eucharist puts us in contact 
with the living Christ in sharing the cup and the broken bread as well as in Christ's 
presence of other disciples who gather as an assembly of faith. These are simple 
statements of faith which often confront us in the darkness of our lives. Yet, a search for 
spirituality will offer us the light and the ability to see if we take the risk of faith. The search 
begins and ends outside an empty tomb - and there's far more there than meets the eye. 
May you have a blessed Easter filled with new hope and life in abundance. May God's 
grace and peace be yours. !

Easter: There’s more there than meets the eye


