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How do we make Holy Week ‘holy?’
There are basic desires which are part of the human spirit which we share with every human 
being. One of these desires that has been part of the human condition since the beginning of 
time has been the search for the “holy” in our lives. Ancient peoples would look to signs and 
wonders on mountain tops, in lightning and thunder, as well as in the depths of the ocean to 
discover the sacred and the holy in human existence. !
Our religious heritage as members of the Roman Catholic faith community offers us a unique 
gift. We are able to be in contact with the “sacred” and the “holy” dimensions of life in the liturgy 
which celebrates our faith. I know as well that we can also make that same discovery in 
countless human experiences when we look beyond the beauty, the relationships, the joys and 
hopes which are part of all our lives. Yet, our religious ritual in liturgy is where the “sacred” and 
the “holy” touch our lives in a profound way. !

Holy week - a challenge to discover the sacred!
Next week, we once again celebrate what we call “Holy Week.” This week which culminates in 
the celebration of the Triduum is the final week of Lent. We conclude our Lenten journey with the 
catechumens and candidates who are seeking baptism or full communion with our faith 
community. Only a week remains for us to seek ways to renew our own baptismal commitment. !
What makes the coming week “holy” is the liturgy which recalls the incredible events of the 
passion, death and resurrection of Jesus. We are invited to take part in the liturgies which once 
again present to us the mystery of God's love, the generosity of Jesus Christ, and the presence 
of the Holy Spirit in a powerful way. !

Liturgy at its best!
The liturgy of Holy Week is ritual at its best. We will use words, actions, and symbols not only to 
remind us of God's saving actions of centuries ago, but the saving action of God which takes 
place in our lives today. It is a special time for the Christian community to come together as 
people of faith to take part in the Holy Week liturgies. We are asked to enter once again in 
triumph with Jesus to Jerusalem. Later in the week, we go to the upper room when Jesus 
gathers with His disciples to celebrate Eucharist for the first time. We follow Jesus to the Garden 
of Olives and once again endure the events of Good Friday which culminate on a hillside 
outside Jerusalem. What follows is silence until we gather for the most important liturgy of the 
church year at the Easter Vigil. Easter Sunday explodes with the incredible announcement that 
the tomb is empty and Jesus Christ has risen from the dead. !

An invitation - RSVP!
With many of you, I have celebrated Holy Week for many years. Yet, so often our celebration is 
one that could well be taken for granted. However, in meeting one of the catechumens who will 
be baptized at the Easter Vigil, I learned that this young professional woman was planning to 
take the days of the Triduum off from work. She told me that if her entrance into the Christian 
community is really going to make a difference, she believed she should make a serious 
investment of her time to take part in the liturgies and to prepare for her baptism and her new 
commitment. 
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As I continually learn from the experience of ministry, we who try to minister to others often 
receive far more in return than we ever give. A catechumen has helped me to make a 
commitment that I will try harder than ever before to make the coming week “holy.” Once again, 
the invitation to discover the "holy" and "sacred" is extended to each of us to take part in the 
liturgies of Holy Week. With this invitation is the expected RSVP. The response we give could 
well be the difference in discovering what the “sacred” and “holy” can mean in all our lives. May 
God's grace and peace be yours. 

How do we make Holy Week ‘holy?’


