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The Progress

“He is risen! He is not here.” !
Easter morning brings us to the edge of a tomb on the outskirts of Jerusalem. The drama 
of the previous few days is difficult to believe. Jesus of Nazareth – the prophet, the miracle 
worker, the hero of the people welcomed with palms into the city a week earlier – has 
suffered a horrible death. Jesus is crucified between two thieves on Calvary. Yet, in the 
slow process of dying, Jesus dares to offer forgiveness and love to his executioners and 
the people responsible for his death. !
They take the body of Jesus down from the cross and place him in a tomb. A huge stone is 
rolled in front of the tomb, and soldiers stand guard in front of it for fear that the body might 
be stolen. !
Followers of Jesus come to the tomb that early Sunday morning not knowing what to 
expect. They remembered the words of Jesus that he would conquer death. Yet, they 
failed to comprehend the impact of what those words meant. !
Yet, everything changed when they came to the tomb, peered within, and saw nothing. An 
angel appeared to them and told them, "He is risen! He is not here." In seeing nothing, the 
disciples discovered everything. The first Easter marked the beginning of the Christian 
revolution.!

The Christian revolution continues!
For almost 2,000 years, people look back at that first Easter and recognize how this event 
becomes the basis of their faith in Jesus Christ. "He is risen! He is not here." In the best 
sense of the word, Easter began the ultimate revolution for the human race. Easter would 
call people to turn around and to look at life from a whole new perspective. The 
resurrection of Jesus would become the basis of hope for people down through the 
centuries in times of war and pestilence as well as in experiences of struggle and 
uncertainty. "He is risen! He is not here." !
Though Jesus was not in the tomb, his resurrection is the triumph of grace over sin, life 
over death, hope over despair. Yes, Jesus continues to live among us and we need the 
eyes of faith to appreciate the way the revolution continues today. As we prepare for the 
changes in the way in which the church provides pastoral care to people, we need the 
eyes of Easter faith to recognize how Jesus continues to be with us in this time of 
transition.  !

Called to be people of hope!
If there is one central message to the Easter revolution, it is the gift of Easter hope. It is 
the gift that has sustained people down through the centuries. It is the gift that Jesus offers 
today. At the heart of Easter is the recognition that Jesus is alive and well. Jesus is present 
among us today in our lives, in our parish communities, in our church.
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We could well feel like the disciples who run to the tomb that first Easter morning. We peer 
in and we see nothing. We might look at what is happening with our parish communities. 
We might think that God has abandoned us as we anticipate new forms of pastoral care. 
We could well fail to see the life that is possible within our parishes as we continue to be 
called to be people of prayer, people committed to grow in our faith, people committed to 
the needs of others.!
Quality pastoral care will continue to be a characteristic of our parish communities through 
the gifts of qualified deacons and lay people who will share in the pastoral care of our 
people in accord with canon law. When these transitions take place in our parishes, we do 
not look into an empty tomb and see nothing. Rather, we see the life that continues to be 
present because Jesus is present among us.  !

The Eucharist!
One of the immediate differences that people will note in the pastoral care of parish 
communities without the presence of a resident priest is that the Eucharist will not be 
celebrated on a daily basis, or even on Sundays. On Sundays and holy days, every 
reasonable effort should be made to have a priest come to each parish for Sunday 
Eucharist. Priests of the Archdiocese of Seattle are not ordained only for ministry to one 
community. Priests are ordained for service to the entire local church so that no priest of 
the archdiocese should be a stranger to any community. !
When a priest is unable to be present for Eucharist, the church provides a Ritual for the 
Sunday Celebration in the Absence of a Priest. At such celebrations, the ritual calls for the 
presider’s chair to remain vacant to remind us that we are in anticipation of the next time a 
priest is able to join us. The empty chair is also a visual reminder to pray for vocations to 
the priesthood.  Yet, the celebration in the absence of a priest enables the community to 
fulfill its mission as a community of faith and worship.   !

We are an Easter people!
Lent has become the occasion to offer reflections on the Sunday Gospels. The Gospels 
provide a challenge for us to journey with Jesus in this time of transition within our parish 
communities. The changes that some parishes will experience this year, and others in the 
years to come, will prove difficult for some. !
As we face these realities, we pray especially for the gift of Easter hope. It is Easter hope 
that has sustained people in the past. It is Easter hope that will sustain us now and in the 
years ahead. Easter hope announces that Jesus is alive and well. Jesus has risen! What 
greater hope can we have? We are an Easter people. A very happy Easter to one and all. 
May God's gifts of grace and peace be yours. !
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