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The Progress

Earlier this month, I had the privilege of dedicating and blessing the new Chapel of St. 
Ignatius at Seattle University. The dedication of a church is a powerful ritual which 
designates a sacred space for worship by people of faith. The church and people are 
blessed with holy water. The walls of the church are anointed. The prayers ask God to be 
present when people gather for prayer and worship. !

The Chapel of St. Ignatius is in the middle of the Seattle University campus. Classroom 
buildings, offices, and residence halls surround the chapel. During the liturgy, I realized 
that I would offer some final comments and acknowledgements at the end of the liturgy.!

It was good to express deep appreciation to the Society of Jesus for their commitment to 
higher education and the great gift of pastoral ministry they offer to the Church of Western 
Washington. !

However, in thinking about what the new chapel would mean to the Seattle University 
community, a powerful image came to mind. I realized that the chapel would become the 
conscience of the university.!

The conscience: The living reminder!

Conscience is a critical component of the human person. Conscience tells us what is right 
and wrong. Within each of us, there is an innate awareness to do good and to avoid evil. 
In the course of our lives, we need help to develop a conscience that reflects God’s love 
for us. !

During the liturgy for the dedication of the Chapel of St. Ignatius, I became more aware 
than ever of the power of the word of God. Not lonely must we hear God’s word, we must 
also live it. !

In blessing the Chapel of Reservation of the Blessed Sacrament, and in celebrating the 
Eucharist, I was also so very conscious of the presence of Jesus among us. Both God’s 
word and the presence of Jesus become constant reminders to the entire community that 
the word of God and the presence of Jesus cannot be confined to the space of the chapel. !

Rather, God’s word and the presence of Jesus must be part of the classrooms, offices and 
residence halls that comprise this Catholic university. The chapel becomes the conscience 
of a Catholic university. 
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The challenge for people of faith!

To recognize God’s word and the presence of Jesus as the conscience of the university is 
to recognize as well that God’s word and the presence of Jesus must become the 
conscience for all people of faith. Each weekend we gather in parish churches to hear 
God’s word and to celebrate the Eucharist.!

We cannot walk away from such experiences without realizing the challenge that God 
offers to us. Throughout the week, we must try to find ways to preach and live God’s word, 
to carry the presence of Jesus into the life of our family, our community, our workplace. 
God’s word and the Eucharist become the conscience for people of faith. !

This awareness of word and sacrament as the conscience for people of faith becomes a 
tremendous challenge for our schools, for our parish communities, and for ourselves. We 
need to ask whether what we do and who we are reflects with fidelity God’s word and 
presence among us. This is a challenge that must impact us not only during the liturgy of 
the dedication of a new chapel; it is a challenge that we must live out each day. May God’s 
gifts of grace and peace be yours in abundance.!
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