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The Progress

There seems to exist within the Catholic psyche a deep appreciation for the great feasts of 
the church year. Once again, it was my privilege to be present for the celebrations of the 
Easter liturgy at St. James Cathedral. I presided at the Easter Vigil and the noon Mass on 
Easter Sunday. I was also present at the earlier Sunday liturgies and offered the homily at 
each Mass. !

I readily admit that I was present for the Triduum and Easter celebrations in one of the 
most wonderful liturgical settings in the whole world - our own Cathedral Church of St. 
James. The restored and renovated Cathedral provided a magnificent environment in 
which people could come to celebrate their faith. !

The Cathedral staff worked so hard to help make the liturgy an experience of full, 
conscious and active participation in accord with the mind of the church. There were 
powerful moments of silence and sound, light and darkness, and a prayerful solemnity that 
characterized each of the liturgies. The Cathedral choir and musicians provided the quality 
gift of liturgical music that haunts the soul and makes the spirit soar. !

Each of the liturgies was a powerful experience of prayer. The Easter Vigil celebration with 
its unique and powerful liturgy will remain with me for a long time. It was wonderful to bless 
the new fire in the darkness on the Cathedral steps. The blessing of the baptismal water 
and the baptism of adults, as well as the welcoming of other adults into full communion, 
were moments of religious exuberance.!

Where did they all come from?!

Sunday liturgies at St. James Cathedral are always crowded. However, this Easter, the 
Cathedral was literally jammed. Every single space for sitting and standing was taken at 
several of the liturgies, with crowds overflowing into the foyer and the Cathedral steps. !

I couldn't help but notice a unique characteristic of the people who came to worship at St. 
James Cathedral at Easter. In addition to the wonderful parishioners who are there each 
weekend, there were an amazing number of young adults and families. It was gratifying to 
see how the greatest feast of the church year would prompt so many individuals to join 
with others to celebrate the risen Christ. !

I kept asking myself, “Wouldn't it be wonderful to have all these people with us each 
weekend?”!

A young man came up to me after Easter Mass and thanked me for the celebration and 
the homily. One always appreciates such positive feedback. He went on to tell me that he 
had not been in church for a long time, and intended to resume his practice of the faith. I 
asked him, "What brought you back today?" He replied almost instantly, “I wanted to hear 
some good news about my life and my God. And l did.”
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How to share the good news?!

The final command of Jesus was his command to preach the good news to the ends of the 
earth. We try to do so to the best of our ability in an honest, convincing way. At the same 
time, our efforts to be honest on what is happening in the church could well give more 
emphasis to our sins, failings and division rather than to the good news that is happening 
all around us. !

We should present an honest account of the betrayal of trust by ministers in the church 
and the tremendous suffering and harm inflicted on victims and their families. We should 
do everything possible to see that such abuse does not ever happen again.!

We should be aware of the cry of some within our church who want greater equality and 
inclusion in the ministry of the church, as well as a change in church teaching on issues 
from sexuality to euthanasia. Yet, the church teaching on these issues is quite clear and is 
part and parcel of what it means to be a member of the Roman Catholic community. To 
present such church teaching in a positive, life-giving way is the challenge. !

Yet, there is the rest of the story of good news that I believe needs to be told. The rest of 
the story are the countless events taking place within our church right here in Western 
Washington which go unnoticed and unrecognized. Sometimes, we find announcements 
that such events are happening, but we need to be present for the event itself to capture 
its power and significance. !

Moments of grace in Western Washington!

It has been my privilege to be present these past weeks for so many moments of grace 
here in Western Washington which provide tremendous testimony to the good news of the 
Gospel. I wish you were with me at Holy Family parish in Kirkland for their weekend 
liturgies when the parish community recognized and involved people with disabilities. Each 
liturgy provided persons with disabilities opportunities to share their gifts with the 
community. Four insightful reflections spoke for so many people with disabilities and 
challenged the community to a new appreciation of some very special people.   !

I wish you were with me at the Newman Center at the University of Washington for the 
four weeks when anywhere from 50 to 150 students and others gathered to hear about the 
vocational choices they have, especially in church ministry, as single persons, married, 
religious or priest. I wish you were with me when Holy Family parish in Auburn had a 
special Sunday evening liturgy and invited Catholics who had left the church for various 
reasons to come home - and they did. !

I wish you were with me when I celebrated Sunday liturgy with the cloistered Carmelites in 
Seattle whose prayerful lives reflect a witness of prayer and joy that the world does not 
understand. Yet, these religious women provide a powerful gift to our community. I wish 
you were with me on Orcas Island when I dedicated a new church which was the result of 
the dreams and sacrifices of so many years on the part of countless people.!

I wish you could be with me as I meet young people in our schools and parishes who look 
for someone somehow to challenge them with more than meets the eye. These are the 
stories that need to be told. They are the good news happening all around us. 

The good news of Easter

Continued on next page



The challenge!

Easter definitely provides us with the challenge to our faith to renew our belief in the risen 
Christ and the church. Easter also provides us with the challenge to welcome people to 
celebrate with us and to belong to our church community. I believe we can do that best 
when we invite people to be part of the core ministry of the Gospel - to share the good 
news of life and hope that Jesus offers us. It is the ministry of evangelization. It must be a 
ministry for each of us and our parish communities. It is a ministry that can make all the 
difference. May God's grace and peace be yours. !

The good news of Easter


