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The Progress

The church uses the liturgy of the Easter season to bring us back in time to the beginnings 
of the Christian community. The Acts of the Apostles is the incredible story of faith and 
hope which describes the growth and development of the Christian community. There are 
many fascinating and wonderful insights we can gain from a reflection on the experience 
of the first Christians. However, I am especially impressed with the way in which those 
men and women of centuries ago responded to the call to ministry. !

The early Christian community recognized the need they had to be of help and service to 
others. They also recognized the distinct ministry each person had. It is a story of 
collaboration and mutuality, with an appreciation for the distinct gifts of each person in the 
context of the call each received to be of service to others. There were difficulties at times, 
as there are today. But the primary commitment was to proclaim the good news of the 
Gospel through the ministry of each person. !

Need for ministers today!

There is a need for ministers in the church today, as there was in the early Christian 
community. Each baptized person must recognize his or her call to discover ways to share 
their gifts with others within our parishes and faith communities. We must take time to walk 
with Jesus, as the unnamed disciples do in the Gospel for this weekend, and respond to 
the challenge which Jesus offers. The unnamed disciples discover the identity of the 
stranger in "the breaking of the bread." We also discover today our identity as a 
community of faith in the Eucharist. !

On May 2, 1993, Pope John Paul II asks us to celebrate World Day of Prayer for 
Vocations. This annual celebration provides one intense moment throughout the whole 
church when we together pray for vocations, and it reaffirms the primacy of faith and grace 
in all that concerns vocations. !

A call to priesthood and religious life!

The church values all vocations, but it concentrates its attention for this World Day of 
Prayer on vocations to priesthood and the religious life because these are the specific 
vocations which are most needed in the church today. A call for young people to consider 
a vocation to priesthood and religious life in no way diminishes the call to lay ministry. 
Rather, the church always asks us to respond to needs, and we need vocations to 
priesthood and religious life today. Just as priests and religious are expected to encourage 
vocations to lay ministry, it is essential that lay ministers support and encourage vocations 
to priesthood and religious life.
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Pope John Paul II challenges young people to consider a vocation to the priesthood and 
religious life with powerful words. He says, "I turn to you especially dear young people! Let 
yourselves be summoned by the love of Christ, recognize his voice which rings in the 
temple of your heart ... have no fear of the fact that the response he requires is radical 
because Jesus, who has first loved you, is ready to give what he asks of you. If he asks 
much, it is because he knows you can give much."!

Challenges for vocations today!

In many ways, a vocation to priesthood and the religious life could well be counter-cultural 
in today's world. The challenge to make a lifetime commitment which can be life-giving 
and energizing for people and the individual himself or herself is definitely one that 
requires support and encouragement from the entire Christian community. !

World Day of Prayer for Vocations provides us with an opportunity to continue the mission 
and ministry of Jesus by our efforts to recreate the excitement and adventure of early 
Christian community. There is the special challenge to find ways to encourage vocations 
to priesthood and religious life so that we will have ministers to serve us in the years 
ahead. !

Thanks to all those who serve us today within the church - the laity, religious, deacons and 
priests. May we find ways to support them and thank them. May God's grace and peace 
be yours.!
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