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The Progress

On the weekend of May 6 and 7, Pope John Paul II calls the people of the church 
throughout the world to celebrate the annual World Day of Prayer for Vocations. Once 
again the Holy Father challenges all members of the church to recognize their 
responsibility to promote vocational choices that will enrich the church in its ministry. !

The choice will vary from marriage to consecrated life, from priesthood to lay ministry. 
What is important in a vocational choice is that it enables young men and women to 
respond to the loving challenge of Jesus to become holy people.!

Pope John Paul II asks us to meditate on the call of the rich young man in the Gospel. The 
young person asks Jesus, "What must I do to have eternal life?" This young person 
echoes the cry of other youth today who are seeking meaning and purpose to their 
existence. The Gospel tells us that Jesus looked steadily at this young person and loved 
him. Then, Jesus issued the invitation, "Follow me!" !

A church for young people!

In his pastoral message for the World Day of Prayer for Vocations, the pope tells us we 
need to have a church which knows how to respond to the expectations of young people. 
He says, "(What is needed is) a church for young people, which will know how to speak to 
their heart and enkindle, comfort and inspire enthusiasm in it with the joy of the Gospel 
and the strength of the Eucharist; a church which will know how to invite and to welcome 
the person who seeks a purpose for which to commit one's whole existence; a church 
which is not afraid to require much, after having given much; which does not fear asking 
from young people the effort of a noble and authentic adventure, such as that of the 
following of the Gospel." !

How can the church fulfill this responsibility of welcoming young people and challenging 
them? The answer is found in the Christian community. The Christian community, and 
especially the family, must be the mediator of Jesus' call to young people. Through its 
commitment to the Gospel, the teachings of the church, and the commitment to live the 
Christian life, the community becomes the guardian and messenger of the response asked 
of youth. In living out its vocation to be a holy people, the Christian community directs 
young people to the discovery of their vocation within the context of daily life.!

Vocational choices!

Within the church today, the options are many for young people. !

•	
 Religious Life is a vocation of women and men that witnesses to a spirituality 
rooted in the charism of the religious community. It is a commitment to the service 
of God's people that has enriched the life of the church down through the centuries. 
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Men and women in religious life make a public profession of the vows of poverty, chastity 
and obedience. They offer this gift in the context of a commitment to a religious 
community of others who share a common vision and ministry. The common element 
found in religious life is the witness offered to the values of the Gospel and the 
commitment to a unique spirituality.!

•	
 Priesthood is God's call to men to serve God's people as proclaimers of the word 
of God, celebrants of Eucharist and the other sacraments, and leaders of the 
Christian community. In priesthood, a man is ordained for service to God's people 
through a special sacrament that enables a person to fulfill what this vocation asks 
of him. !

There is the lifetime celibate commitment which witnesses in a unique way to the values of 
the Gospel and the kingdom of God. Priesthood is an energizing and life-giving 
experience. Despite the challenge that priesthood offers, God still extends the invitation to 
men to consider this vocation. We need to find ways to help men respond to God's 
invitation. This is an urgent challenge for the church today. !

•	
 Lay Ministry has been one of the great graces of Vatican II. Baptism calls all 
people to ministry in the church. However, in recent times, more men and women 
are living out this call to ministry in a professional way through their invaluable full-
time pastoral service offered in many of our parish communities. !

There is also the essential ministry of the countless volunteers who share their gifts on 
behalf of the church in many ways in different settings. Lay ministry is part of marriage as 
well as the single life. We need to encourage all the baptized to discover the gifts they are 
able to offer the church today through lay ministry. !

A call to action!

Pope John Paul II’s designation of the first weekend in May as the World Day of Prayer for 
Vocations is a call to action. We need to pray that men and women will respond to the 
vocation that God is asking them to consider. !

A call to action on behalf of vocations in the church today must counteract the cries of 
some that would disparage religious life and priesthood as vocational choices. Yes, there 
are commitments asked of people in religious life and priesthood which some want to be 
changed. Yet, these commitments are part and parcel of the legacy of tradition and faith 
we profess and celebrate. !

These commitments become enriching experiences for religious and priests as well as for 
the people whom they serve. As a church, we need to articulate clearly the teaching of the 
church and the positive values of religious life and priesthood in parish programs and 
church publications, as well as in our schools and religious education programs. !

Pope John Paul II concludes his pastoral message for this World Day of Prayer for 
Vocations by saying. "I am certain that on this World Day of Prayer for Vocations the first 
place will be given to prayer. Let the whole church pray with trusting hope, aware that 
vocations are a gift to be begged for with prayer and to be merited with holiness of life.”!

May our prayer and holiness of life bring forth an abundance of vocations to serve the 
church. May God's grace and peace be yours. 
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