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The Progress

If you are anything like myself, you might also have a strong streak of independence. Our 
culture today tells us that we can do almost everything by ourselves. It seems that to admit 
any need on our part is to admit weakness. There is a definite hesitancy in all our lives to 
ask for help. !

Yet, I come to you this weekend to ask for your help and assistance. As a bishop trying to 
serve this local Church of Western Washington in the best way possible, I recognize and 
appreciate the responsibility which I have. However, my ministry offers me wonderful 
experiences such as being able to visit the parish communities in our archdiocese. Though 
the schedule of parish visits at this time of year for confirmation and other celebrations 
might seem overwhelming to some, they are a life-giving and energizing opportunity for 
me. However, my visits throughout the archdiocese make me aware of the many needs 
that must be met if we are to continue the mission and ministry of Jesus. A response to 
such needs demands financial resources. And so, I come to you this weekend to ask for 
your generosity to the Annual Catholic Appeal. !

Annual Catholic Appeal!

The Annual Catholic Appeal is the one time each year when the Church of Western 
Washington appeals for your financial assistance to help us respond to the needs of our 
local church in order to provide programs and services to individuals, parishes and faith 
communities in Western Washington. A brief review of the materials sent to each member 
of our local church will reflect the different ways in which the archdiocese tries to serve 
people. We realize full well there are countless other needs, and I wish we had the 
resources to meet them. !

Yet, your generous response to the Annual Catholic Appeal will touch the lives of countless 
persons in a significant way. Our local church is a diverse ethnic, racial and cultural 
community. There is a pressing need to address ways in which we might better serve our 
multicultural communities so that all of us will be blessed with the diversity they offer to us. 
There is the ongoing need to provide services in leadership training and development at 
the parish and deanery level, to offer assistance in planning for the future, to provide 
information and services to parish and faith communities, to assist people at difficult times 
in their lives, such as divorce and separation. Yet, to do all this requires your help. !

The challenge of generosity!

Among the virtues which have characterized the Christian community from its very 
beginning has been the generosity of people who take the risk of being disciples of Jesus. 
Generosity is a special trait of the people of our local church here in Western Washington. 
Such generosity can respond to the many needs of our local church when each person 
takes part in this special annual appeal for your help and assistance. 
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Will you help me?
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I realize full well that for some, these are uncertain economic times. And I would ask you 
to be as generous as possible. For others, the challenge could well be to be more 
generous this year than in the past. This is a time when all of us are asked to respond in 
faith to the gifts which a good and gracious God has shared with us by sharing our gifts 
with others. !

Restoration and renovation of St. James Cathedral!

For this one year only, there is an additional request being asked of each one of us. St. 
James Cathedral, which is the Cathedral Church of Western Washington, is in the process 
of restoration and renewal. The cathedral needs to address structural and maintenance 
needs as well as to renovate its liturgical space so that it might reflect the ideals of what it 
means to be a community of faith in worship and prayer. St. James Cathedral is where we 
gather as an archdiocesan community of faith for the major events which impact our lives.  !

For this one year only, would you consider doubling your gift to the Annual Catholic 
Appeal? Our hope would be that the amount over and above the parish goal and the 
rebate returned to the parish last year would be given to the cathedral for its restoration 
and renovation project. Your prayerful consideration of this special request would be most 
appreciated.  !

Thank you!

As you consider what your gift will be to the 1993 Annual Catholic Appeal, please accept 
my gratitude and appreciation. This weekend’s Gospel provides us with the image of 
Christ as the Good Shepherd. To “shepherd” a people is to care for them, to set them free, 
to bring them hope, to recognize their gifts and talents, to appreciate them for who they 
are and what they do. A bishop is asked to be a shepherd as well. I need your help in 
order to fulfill this ministry and mission. Thank you for your generosity in the past, and for 
your gift to this year’s Annual Catholic Appeal. May God’s grace and peace be yours.  !

Will you help me?


