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The Progress

The title of this column this week contains a phrase from the Gospel of Matthew. It is a 
phrase that we hopefully recognize. You will find this phrase on the material that people 
throughout the Church in Western Washington have received this past week, as well as on 
the posters in our church lobbies. This simple Gospel phrase serves as the theme of this 
year’s Annual Catholic Appeal.!

In trying to find a theme for the Annual Catholic Appeal each year, we search the Word of 
God for an expression that will challenge us. This year, the words chosen are indeed 
challenging. We are asked to reflect on a basic reality regarding who we are and what we 
possess. !

We are creatures of God made in the image of God. Life and health are gifts freely given 
us by a good and gracious God. Our minds, hearts and spirits are gifts as well. Whatever 
possessions we have belong to us for a limited period of time. We are literally trustees of 
all we own. !

We can take these gifts for granted. I know I did until a life-threatening illness became part 
of my life. It is amazing how such an experience changes our perspective. Not only do I 
now look upon the gifts that have been freely given to me, I ask how I might use and share 
these gifts as well. !

A new perspective!

I have gained a new perspective on the gift of life and what I possess in recent months. No 
longer do I take for granted the ability to breathe, to see, to taste, to touch. I can no longer 
take for granted a sunrise or a sunset. I appreciate even more the sound of traffic and the 
sound of music. !

Perhaps no more than ever before, I appreciate the relationships I have with family and 
friends. How ironic it is that when I realize that the gifts given freely to me might no longer 
be mine that I appreciate these gifts more than ever. !

Gratitude has become a way of life for me today in ways I never imagined. Each morning 
that I awake, I do so with a profound appreciation of the gift of life. Each time I am with 
family and friends, I give thanks to God for this gift I presumed I would always have. Yet, 
gratitude has to be more than a personal response that I keep within myself. I must find 
concrete ways to express a spirit of thanksgiving. !

Expressing gratitude!

The Annual Catholic Appeal asks us to “freely give what you have freely received.” When 
we do so, we live out the challenge of gratitude and appreciation. 
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The Annual Catholic Appeal provides us with the opportunity to share the gift of our 
resources with those in need. We can respond to this request very simply by making a 
commitment through a pledge for the coming year. Yet, gratitude in the best sense of the 
word asks for more. True gratitude is a spiritual reflection that asks us to look at who we 
are and what we own and to see how we might freely share with others what has been 
given to us. !

There are many needs in the world, in our country and within our church today. It would be 
wonderful if we could preach and live the mission and ministry of Jesus without a need for 
financial resources. Yet, if we are to meet the needs that the Annual Catholic Appeal tries 
to address, we need your help and generosity. !

We cannot pass on the gift of faith to the next generation in our Catholic schools or 
through religious education programs without adequate means of support for the 
educational process, teacher formation and education and scholarships. We cannot 
adequately care for our aging religious and priests without financial obligations for 
housing, adequate retirement and support. !

We need financial resources to assist the many members of our multicultural communities 
who are immigrants to Western Washington, and whose presence enriches our faith 
community. There are the ongoing needs of service to the poor, the homeless, the hungry.!

We need to help others!

The Annual Catholic Appeal touches the lives of countless people in ways we could never 
imagine. As a community of faith, we are not isolated individuals who see our relationship 
to God only in individual terms. We are brothers and sisters to one another. !

The Annual Catholic Appeal provides us with the opportunity to share with others what has 
been freely given to us. It is an appeal that we make to each and every member of the 
Church in Western Washington. My prayer is that each and every member of the church in 
our archdiocese will respond. !

I would ask you to reflect prayerfully on the invitation that you receive this week to be part 
of the 1997 Annual Catholic Appeal. I would hope that you would share a gift to the Annual 
Catholic Appeal that would reflect the theme of this year’s campaign: “Freely give what 
you have freely received.” May God’s gifts of grace and peace be yours. !
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