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The Progress

At the end of March, Pope John Paul II released a powerful reflection entitled “Evangelium 
Vitae” or “The Gospel of Life”. The Holy Father challenged all people to be aware of the 
gifts we possess as human beings.  He indicated that we must not only respect the gifts 
we possess, but the gifts of others as well. !

In a society that emphasizes individualism, it was refreshing to hear the Holy Father's 
reference to the Old Testament story of Cain and Abel. Cain asks, "Am I my brother's 
keeper?" This question becomes a haunting challenge to all of us in today’s world. Yes, we 
do have a responsibility to others within our society. Yes, we must find ways to assist 
others in need. Yes, we can make a difference when we recognize this responsibility we 
have to others within our society. !

Will you help?!

Each year at this time, members of the Church in Western Washington have a unique 
opportunity to help those in need through the Annual Catholic Appeal. As individuals, we 
belong to distinct parish or faith communities. Yet, we also belong to a local church which 
we call the Archdiocese of Seattle. As members of the Church in Western Washington, we 
are brothers and sisters to one another. We share a faith that we profess and celebrate, 
but we also share a common mission and ministry. !

The Annual Catholic Appeal invites each and every member of the Church in Western 
Washington to participate in this appeal. In doing so, we help our local church fulfill its 
responsibility to continue the mission and ministry of Jesus. This ministry needs financial 
resources. Our contribution to the Annual Catholic Appeal helps ourselves, our parish 
communities, and countless needs in our local church, our nation and world.!

Who are the people we help?!

Each and every member of the Church in Western Washington has received information 
regarding the Annual Catholic Appeal in the mail this past week. Yet, behind the charts and 
the breakdown of financial allocations, there is a much more important reality. It is the 
reality of individuals whose lives we touch in powerful ways through our support of the 
Annual Catholic Appeal. !

Your gift to the Annual Catholic Appeal helps our local church reach out to the ever-
increasing number of people in our multicultural communities. Your gift helps to provide 
retirement needs of religious and priests who have served us for so many years. Your 
generosity enables the archdiocese to provide programs and services that make a 
difference in the lives of individuals and parish communities. !

Behind each of the countless groups that the Annual Catholic Appeal helps are the faces 
of individual women, men and children who benefit from your generosity. On behalf of 
these many people, may I express my gratitude and appreciation. 

May 4, 1995

‘Am I my brother’s and sister’s keeper?’
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We need everyone’s help!

Over the years, the Annual Catholic Appeal has been most successful. This success is 
due to the generosity of the people of the Church in Western Washington. However, if this 
success is to continue, it is so important that each person recognize his or her 
responsibility to be a part of this appeal. Each one of us can and does make a difference. !

I would ask you to consider prayerfully your gift to the 1995 Annual Catholic Appeal. I am 
grateful for all you have done in the past, and I know that you will continue to be generous 
this year as well. Thank you for your generosity. We are indeed a blessed people here in 
Western Washington. The Annual Catholic Appeal enables us to share our blessings with 
others. May God's grace and peace be yours. !

‘Am I my brother’s and sister’s keeper?’


