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The Progress

This weekend, the church universal celebrates the 24th World Day of Prayer for 
Vocations. Pope John Paul II invites us "to pray that the Holy Spirit lead a growing 
number of faithful, especially young people, to commit themselves in the love of God with 
all their heart, all their soul, and all their strength." World Day of Prayer is a special time 
to pray for vocations to priesthood and religious life.!

In January of this year, Pope John Paul II spoke to the bishops of central France and 
offered some challenging insights into the ministry of priests and the community's need 
for priests to serve us. He stated that the decreasing number of priests is one of the main 
concerns of bishops in France. It is also a concern for us here in Western Washington.!

Essential ministry of priests!

The Pope clearly states that the present decline in the number of available priests is not 
irreversible and "that this situation does not call into question the fundamental structure 
of the People of God as it has been established, in accord with the will of Christ, since 
the apostolic foundation and throughout Tradition." Pope John Paul II goes on to say, 
"The faithful deprived of the constant presence of priests feel ... that the assembly does 
not reach its fullness. The common priesthood of the baptized cannot be a full 
participation in the sacrifice of Christ's love without the mediation of him who has 
received the charge of fulfilling for his brothers and sisters the signs of God's gifts, the 
sacraments." !

The Pope adds that "If lay people realize that the Eucharist makes the church, they can 
better understand that the priest's irreplaceable role in the liturgy is the sign of his entire 
mission of serving the community. And that will be better perceived the more conscious 
the community of the baptized is of their own vocation and mission."!

Ministry of priests enhances lay ministry!

It is unfortunate today when the ministry of priests is perceived by some as an obstacle 
to lay ministry. It is tragic when lay ministers do not encourage vocations to priesthood, 
and when priests do not support lay ministry. It is not a matter of "either-or" but rather 
"both-and." Pope John Paul says clearly that "the pastoral and sacramental ministry of 
priests in no way lessens the value of the responsibilities and activities which the laity 
have." He adds that "An essential part of the priestly ministry consists in encouraging 
and motivating, in coordinating and supporting the responsible activity of the faithful in 
the various areas of their baptismal vocation."!

In serving a parish or faith community, a priest offers a unique gift. Priestly ministry 
brings the unique dimension of the sacred to the community as "stewards of the 
mysteries of God."

May 7, 1992

World Day of Prayer for Vocations

Continued on next page



Need to encourage vocations to priesthood!

As a local church, we know the need for priests. As we once again celebrate World Day 
of Prayer for Vocations, we cannot just acknowledge this annual call for prayer and 
action for vocations to the priesthood. There are a significant number of young men in 
our community who are looking for ways to serve God and people. They need to be 
asked. They need to be challenged. They must hear our invitation to consider a vocation 
to the priesthood.!

It is a coincidence this year that World Day of Prayer for Vocations occurs on Mother's 
Day. Mother's Day asks us to recognize the gift of life which is shared with us. This year 
it is also a day to recognize and appreciate the gift of life which priests offer to us as a 
community of faith. May I ask you to pray for vocations to priesthood? May I ask you to 
encourage men to consider a vocation to priesthood? May God's grace and peace be 
yours.!
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