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The Progress

The media in recent weeks have brought a unique problem to the attention of the 
American public. It would seem that each generation of Americans has been able to pass 
on a heritage to the next generation. Historically, this heritage enables them to live a better 
and more comfortable life than their parents. Parents pray and hope that this will be the 
reality for their sons and daughters as they begin their own lives, establish careers and 
often enter marriage and share the gift of life with a new generation. !

Financial demands today, as well as the cost of living, place this new generation of young 
adults in a position where they will not have the same advantages as their parents. First 
home costs are higher than ever and the benefits of what we call "the good life" are out of 
reach of many. These realities will definitely be a unique challenge for young adults now 
and in the future. And I suspect that many parents and adults wish it could be different.!

Religious values and realities!

In many ways, I wonder if the same reality impacts the religious life of young adults and 
young people in our society today. Are young people and young adults in a far worse 
position of knowledge, awareness and practice of their faith than the generation before 
them? Have we imposed a religious poverty of knowledge and awareness of our faith and 
our tradition as a faith community on our young adults and young people today? !

There is no doubt that young adults and young people have a spirit of generosity, service 
and commitment. Young adults today have little awareness of religious life and practice 
other than the challenges of Vatican II. They grew up as Vatican II became a reality with 
the excitement and adventure which Vatican II offered the church and the world. Yet, for 
various reasons, many people in the church continue today to limit their knowledge and 
awareness of the church only to Vatican Il or to the latest theological opinion, book or 
article. It is amazing how so many theological insights that are the "last word" one year 
become irrelevant and obsolete within a short time. !

A full appreciation of Vatican Il and the church today asks us to have an appreciation of the 
rich heritage and tradition we share as a community of faith. I wonder if we have taken the 
time to share our history, our tradition, our richness as a faith community with the young 
adults and young people of today's church. The present moment in time within the church 
makes more sense when we appreciate it in the context of our history. If we fail to share 
that history and tradition, do we leave the next generation in a state of spiritual poverty? 
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Conservative or liberal?!

If individuals raise questions about the importance of history and tradition, it is so easy to 
dismiss the person and the question as "conservative" or "liberal." Each of these words 
carries its own baggage that immediately judges and classifies people in the minds of 
others, Yet, dare we not be "conservative" and conserve the tradition and faith we share in 
a spirit of religious stewardship? Dare we not likewise be "liberal" enough to recognize the 
wide ambit of the church's arms? Within our church, there are countless choices in so 
many areas of our faith life, from spirituality to devotional practices. !

There is no doubt that religious faith is a choice of the heart with the powerful impact 
which religious belief has on our emotions. But religious faith is also an invitation to the 
mind to pursue knowledge, to know and to try to understand to the best of our ability the 
doctrines and dogmas of our tradition. Religious faith, by its very nature, calls for 
constants that remain from one generation to the next. It is also important to know that 
there are priorities within our faith tradition. For some people, everything connected with 
the Catholic Church has the same importance and faith imperative. Do we know our faith 
well enough to tell the difference? !

The richness of our faith!

There is no need to tolerate the lack of religious knowledge of the next generation. In 
many ways, it is the responsibility of parents, teachers and ministers in the church to 
share our rich faith tradition with the young. However, before we are able to pass it on, we 
must take time ourselves to be open to our history and heritage. !

So much of our faith and worship becomes richer and more meaningful when we know our 
history. It would be tragic if the gift of faith that we possess cannot be a gift we share with 
the next generation. It is an invaluable legacy. It is an inheritance that makes a difference. 
May God's grace and peace be yours. !
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