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The Progress

Few feasts of the church year create such excitement as the feast of Pentecost. Even 
2,000 years later, it is a unique joy to hear once again the story of the Holy Spirit coming to 
the first disciples of Jesus. !
The words used to tell this story announce to us that a unique event is taking place. The 
images of “wind” and “fire” stretch the imagination as God chooses to use these powerful 
human symbols to tell us that the Holy Spirit is present among us. Moreover, what 
happens takes place “suddenly.” There is no waiting, no looking to the future. Rather, the 
promise that Jesus made to send the Holy Spirit becomes a reality. !
The presence of the Holy Spirit makes a difference. The followers of Jesus had gathered 
in prayer, and perhaps a certain anxiety, after Jesus ascended to the heavens. They were 
unsure what the future held. Perhaps, they were afraid that what happened to Jesus would 
happen to them.!
Suddenly, everything changed. They embraced the gift of the Holy Spirit and their lives 
would never be the same again. They began to preach and live the good news of the 
Gospel with vigor and grace.!

Need for a new wind and fire!
Two years ago, our local church celebrated the conclusion of a three-year process that 
brought forth a challenging document entitled, “A New Wind and Fire.”  This document was 
the result of the work, prayer, discussion and discernment of the Archdiocesan Pastoral 
Council. This vision statement challenged the Church in Western Washington to ask God 
to help us fulfill two basic goals for the parish communities and people in our local church.!
The first goal asks us to be a people “committed to a spirituality deeply rooted in who we 
are as a people of faith.” The second goal asks us to “recognize the gifts, talents and 
abilities of people within the church in accord with our faith tradition.”!
We need to ask ourselves today whether we have responded to this challenge. The 
challenge becomes even more imperative as we prepare to celebrate a new millennium. !

God’s movement in our lives!
To recognize the presence of the Holy Spirit is to appreciate the movement of God within 
our lives. When we use Eucharistic Prayer III, we pray, “Grant that we, who are nourished 
by his body and blood, may be filled with his Holy Spirit, and become one body, one spirit 
in Christ,” Yes, it is the Holy Spirit who helps us to be a community of faith, a people 
committed to a relationship with God that makes a difference.!
The Holy Spirit is the ongoing reminder to us of the abiding presence of Jesus within us. 
The gifts of the Holy Spirit help us to live as disciples of Jesus today. Yet, we need to be 
open to the gifts that God offers to us.
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Do we recognize the Holy Spirit in our midst?!
One of the great blessings of serving as bishop of this local church is the opportunity to be 
in contact with countless people throughout this growing and vibrant Church in Western 
Washington. Over and over again, it is evident that the Holy Spirit is present among us.!
Celebrating conformation with our young people makes me aware of the Holy Spirit’s 
presence in a powerful way. Celebrating the gifts of the Holy Spirit with the Western 
Washington Catholic Charismatic Renewal becomes a grace-filled experience of the 
difference the Holy Spirit makes in peoples’ lives. !
The wisdom and insights offered by people in living out the challenge of the Gospel is the 
work of the Holy Spirit. On a personal level, I know the peace and joy that comes from 
trust in the Holy Spirit in asking for healing in strength. !
Two thousand years ago, wind and fire broke the silence and the darkness of an early 
Sunday morning and tongues of fire appeared above the heads of the first disciples. There 
is a need today to recognize the wind and fire of the Holy Spirit’s presence among us and 
within us. May we have the courage and faith to do so. May God’s gifts of grace and 
peace be yours. !
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