
In Joy and Hope
by!

 Archbishop Thomas J. Murphy

The Progress

This is a wonderful time of year for countless young people as they finish different stages 
of transition in their experiences of education. Some will complete high school; others will 
receive a college degree; still others have finished a graduate program. It is truly a 
moment of success for the individual, but also a tremendous feeling of satisfaction for so 
many others who had an impact on the life of graduates, from parents to teachers, from 
peers to brothers and sisters. !

The whole passage from childhood to adolescence to young adulthood is filled with peril 
and hopes, doubt and certainty, anxiety and arrogance. As adults watch young people go 
through this transition today, they are grateful that they are spared this unique challenge. 
And yet, as adults, there are spoken words, and others that remain within our hearts, that 
we would like to share with young adults today. As I meet 1993 graduates, more than 
anything else, I would tell them to hold fast to dreams.!

The values that are important!

Our lives as individuals and as a society are shaped by the dreams we have. In our 
society today, the "dream" emphasizes material success, tangible possessions, and 
significant relationships. For many, youth and young adulthood are a time of immortality 
where the realities of sickness and death are totally irrelevant until they are confronted 
with an unexpected illness or tragic accident. But it seems these are realities that always 
happen to someone else. !

Society's values are definitely a quest for an illusion in the lives of many. And yet, I would 
still ask young people and young adults to hold fast to dreams. The dreams that I want to 
share with young people are those which are shaped by the values that are really 
important. Where do we find these values? I believe they can be found in the religious 
tradition we profess and celebrate. !

Need for a new Pentecost!

This weekend we celebrate the feast of Pentecost. We recall that wonderful day centuries 
ago when the dream became the reality, when the Spirit empowered men and women to 
take the risk to live and preach the good news proclaimed by Jesus. Jesus had shared a 
"dream" with countless people, a dream that continues today. It is a dream which 
emphasizes human dignity, the values of justice and peace, the call to fidelity in 
responding to God's love and law. !

There is a risk in holding fast to this dream of Jesus which continues in the church today. It 
is the risk of going against what is popular and acceptable in our culture today. It is daring 
to see the face of Christ in the poor, the hungry, the homeless. It is a respect for the gift of 
sexuality that achieves meaning and purpose in Christian marriage. It is recognizing one's 
gifts and seeking ways to share these gifts with others in order to make a difference. 
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How do we share the dream with the young?!

If we ask young people and young adults to hold fast to dreams, then we must find ways 
to share the dream of what the Christian life can and must mean to them. The dreams that 
count are rooted in our knowledge and awareness of Jesus as savior and friend, an 
appreciation of the church and its teaching ministry, an experience of liturgy and 
community that touches the mind and heart, a recognition of the call of each baptized 
person to ministry and service of others, a ministry that takes on different shapes and 
forms as laity, religious or clergy.!

This year's graduates may have acquired tremendous amounts of knowledge and skills as 
they complete different educational plateaus. However, have we also shared with them the 
knowledge of our faith, our tradition, our rich religious legacy? Have we deprived our 
graduates of even knowing that the really important dreams are possible? This is a 
question which parents, teachers and ministers in the church today must ask not only in 
regard to 1993 graduates, but the graduates in the years ahead.!

One of the responsibilities of an older generation is to share dreams with the generations 
to follow. Dare we accept this challenge as people of faith? Yet, we cannot pass on the 
dream if we fail to know and hold it fast ourselves. !

It is Pentecost, 1993. It is a time to recapture the dream and share it with others. To young 
people and young adults who are graduating this year, hold fast to dreams. Your dreams 
can make all the difference. May God's grace and peace be yours. !
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