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The Progress

This is an exciting time for many of the young people here in the Church of Western 
Washington. It is the time of graduation. It will be my privilege to be a part of the 
graduation celebrations at some of our Catholic high schools in the archdiocese. I consider 
the invitation to celebrate the Eucharist at these gatherings and to offer some reflections to 
be a great honor.!

I have a deep respect and admiration for young people in our society today. They are 
bright, gifted and talented in so many ways that we as adults never dreamed possible. 
They have energy and enthusiasm that are often contagious. Graduation from high school 
is a unique time for young people. It is the passage from adolescence to adulthood. They 
enter college, the work force or in various branches of service to our country with hopes 
and dreams for the future. !

The 1996 high school graduates have lived through tumultuous times in our world. In their 
lifetime, they have witnessed everything from the Iran hostage crisis to the collapse of 
communism, from changing values in morality to the discovery of the whole new world of 
the Internet. They are approaching a new millennium with experiences unlike any previous 
generation. !

Yet, there is still a brooding anxiety that hangs over their future. Sociologists tell us that 
they will be the first generation unable to be as successful as their parents. They enter into 
a world that is at peace, and yet there is war. !

They are citizens of a nation with unparalleled wealth and resources, and yet young 
people in other parts of our world know full well the realities of poverty and hunger. They 
have seen violence enter their schools, their communities, the highways they travel. Yes, 
in many ways, the 1996 high school graduate, this is the best of times, but also the worst 
of times. !

Called to be people of faith!

As we celebrate graduation at our catholic high schools, I am also aware that these 
graduates, like so many others graduating from public high school, approach the future 
with a unique gift – the gift of faith. It will definitely be a challenge for our young people to 
grow in a religious faith that makes a difference. !

If today’s graduates are anything like graduates of past years, they will enter their adult 
years with a host of questions. They will be searching for meaning and purpose in their 
lives and will ask whether religious beliefs and practices have any real value. !

I pray and hope that young people of today will ask many questions, but I especially pray 
that they will take time to find answers that touch their hearts and call them to ongoing 
conversion. 
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In a special way, young people are called to be a people of faith. Yet as a local church and 
as parish communities, we must find ways to use the talents, skills and abilities of young 
people. We need to support the outreach that the church makes to young people on our 
college campuses through Newman Clubs and campus ministry programs. !

Most of all we need to help young people recognize the difference that faith can and does 
make when faith impacts what they do, who they are and what they plan to be. Faith 
makes little or no sense in a vacuum.!

We need to invite young people to be ministers in the church today. We need to invite 
them to consider a church ministry of priesthood, religious life and lay ministry. Most of all, 
we need to find ways to help young people appreciate the richness and fullness of our 
faith tradition. !

A time of grace!

High school graduation is a time of high emotion. It is not uncommon to see tears stream 
down the faces of parents. They recall the familiar song, “Turn around and they’re two, 
turn around and they’re four, turn around and they’re young people going out of the door.”!

The young people themselves embrace and hug, and make promises that they will get 
together often in the future. Only later do they realize how futile that hope becomes. 
Teachers will be present and they will have a sense of pride as they watch another group 
of young people experience this unique passage. !

However, high school graduations are also a time of grace, a time when God’s presence, 
grace and love can become so real if we dare to share this gift with our young people. As I 
share reflections at different graduations, I will use the themes that each school shared 
with me. However, I will definitely let them know that despite the uncertainties of their 
future, the challenge of new millennium, the fragility of life, they need to remember one 
important truth. !

That truth is that a loving God invites them to share the adventure of love and faith in a 
community of believers that can give their lives meaning, purpose and significance. And 
most of all, they need to know that our God will always love them. I hope they hear me. 
May God’s gifts of grace and peace be yours. !
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