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The Progress

Within the Church of Western Washington, there are countless resources. They include 
our parishes, schools, hospitals and institutions, as well as the countless services which 
continue the mission and ministry of Jesus. However, the greatest resource is the gift of 
ministry offered by countless women and men as lay ministers, volunteers, deacons, 
religious and priests. Religious men and women offer a unique gift to our local church as 
they share a community commitment to the charism of their religious community. As a 
result, our local church is blessed in the outreach and service offered to us by religious 
men and women in health care, education, pastoral life and parish ministry. !

Religious communities have a long history here in the Church of Western Washington. 
More than a century ago, men and women religious came to the Northwest to help a 
growing church meet the challenges of a new frontier. One of those groups was the Sisters 
of the Visitation who were invited to come to Tacoma to share a ministry of education and 
prayer. From 1891 until this year, the Sisters of the Visitation have been an invaluable 
resource to our local church. !

A commitment to prayer!

In recent years, our awareness of the presence of the Visitation Sisters came through the 
gift of educational ministry they shared with the Tacoma community through an excellent 
academy for young women. However, in the late 1950s, the Visitation Sisters embarked on 
a new ministry, a ministry which brought them to Dash Point Road in Federal Way where 
they constructed a beautiful monastery and retreat center on one of the most beautiful 
pieces of property on Puget Sound. The Visitation Sisters recommitted themselves to their 
own ministry of prayer and invited women of the area to days of prayer and retreat 
weekends. For many women in our local church, and even beyond, the Visitation 
Monastery was an oasis where women discovered peace, hospitality, and the opportunity 
to meet God in a powerful way. !

Transition and change!

In recent years, the Sisters of the Visitation went through a time of transition and change. 
The Visitation Monastery from Springfield, Missouri joined the Federal Way community 
and there was renewed hope in the ongoing life of the community. However, there was a 
severe decline in vocations that created its own challenge and demands. The ministry of 
the Visitation Sisters became more demanding and they soon discovered that the 
remaining sisters could not continue their mission and ministry at Federal Way in an 
effective way. !

A few months ago, the decision was made to close and sell the Visitation Monastery and 
each sister would choose another monastery in our country where she would continue to 
live out her vocation. This was a painful and difficult decision, but one that needed to be 
made. 
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Feast of the Visitation!

Last Monday, May 31, the last public Mass was celebrated in the chapel of the Visitation 
Monastery. It was the feast of the Visitation, a feast that reminds us of the journey which 
Mary made when she left home to visit her cousin Elizabeth and to share the gift of 
Christ's presence with others. The liturgy of the day spoke loudly to the members of the 
Visitation community. They too are leaving home, and they are being asked to share with 
others the gift they have shared with us here in Western Washington for the past 102 
years - the gift of Christ's presence.!

As the Visitation Sisters leave the Church of Western Washington, we know we will miss 
them. We will miss their presence and their ministry. We will miss their prayers for all of 
us. We will miss the charism of religious life that they so generously shared. And, as they 
leave, we say "thank you." We will be poorer here in the Church of Western Washington 
because the Visitation Sisters will not be among us. !

And the future?!

I hope we can keep the memory alive of the gift that the Visitation Sisters offered to us. I 
hope we can resurrect the value of religious life which would encourage young women to 
consider a vocation to a cloistered community and a life dedicated to prayer and service. 
These are values that still have meaning and relevance, even in our world today. !

The Visitation Sisters will be leaving us, but they leave us a rich legacy and a great 
heritage. May we keep their memory alive by our commitment to prayer and service. 
Thank you, Sisters of the Visitation. May the years ahead only be filled with all of God "s 
blessings for you, and please continue to remember us in your prayers. May God's grace 
and peace be yours. !
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