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The Progress

Few feasts of the church year spark the imagination as much as the Feast of Pentecost. 
The images of a driving wind and tongues of fire portray the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
Frightened men and women who were disciples of Jesus suddenly began to make bold 
proclamations with everyone hearing what was said in his or her own language.!

Scripture uses powerful words to describe the reaction of people who were present for 
the first Pentecost. They were confused, amazed, astonished. As we celebrate the Feast 
of Pentecost in 1992, confusion, amazement and astonishment could well describe our 
reaction as well to the presence of the Holy Spirit among us today.!

The work of the Spirit!

Confusion does exist in our world today. There is the ongoing conflict between the values 
of the world and the values of the Gospel. Just as people who heard the first 
proclamation of the Gospel centuries ago were confused, we could be confused as well. 
There is no doubt that the language of the media, advertising, and modern 
communication is powerful and the message is clear: money, prestige, power - these are 
the important realities in today's world. Yet, the Gospel asks us to take the risk of being 
disciples of Jesus, to appreciate the values of our faith and tradition, to seek ways to live 
out our identity as a church of word and sacrament.!

Yet, the confusion we experience leads to astonishment and amazement as we 
recognize the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives, in our church, and in our community. 
The Holy Spirit is the promised gift which Jesus left to the church until the end of time. 
The church is alive and well, and the Spirit touches our lives if we are open to the driving 
wind and the tongues of fire which are all around us.!

Ministry: the gift of the Spirit!

Pentecost reminds us especially that the Spirit becomes present among us when we 
respond to our baptismal call to ministry. Each one of us must be open to allow God's 
work to become manifest in our lives by who we are and what we do. The gift of the Holy 
Spirit to every baptized person is the gift of ministry, expressed in different ways with 
distinct roles and responsibilities. This gift of ministry is not for our own benefit, or a 
response to our own agenda. Rather, the manifestation of the Holy Spirit is given for the 
common good. It is the common good which shapes the parameters of ministry today.
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Gratitude to all ministers!

On this feast of Pentecost, I would like to express my deep gratitude and appreciation to 
all those whose ministry becomes the tongues of fire and the driving wind which brings 
life and vitality to our church. Thank you to the religious men and women, to the deacons 
and priests who serve us. Thank you to the professional lay ministers who share unique 
gifts and talents in our parishes, schools, health care facilities, community service 
agencies and other institutions. They have invested time, energy and resources to 
provide a rich and unique service to our faith community. Thank you also to the countless 
volunteers without whom so much would not take place in our parishes and institutions. 
Their gifts of talent and competence help to make the Holy Spirit present among us.!

Yes, the images of the driving wind and the tongues of fire reveal the presence of the 
Holy Spirit to us on the first Pentecost. But we must also be open today to the gentle 
breeze and the dim light which breaks the darkness whereby ordinary people share the 
extraordinary gift of the Holy Spirit in all of our lives. May we be open to ways in which 
Pentecost can take place in our world today. May God's grace and peace be yours.!

A driving wind and tongues of fire


