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The Progress

This Saturday it will be my privilege to celebrate the ordination to the priesthood of 
Thomas Beattie and Richard Ward. These two men are committing their lives to service of 
the People of God in the Church of Western Washington. We congratulate them, their 
families and friends, and we are grateful to all those who have supported them in their 
preparation for their ordination. !

The ordination of priests is one of the most enjoyable ministries that a bishop is able to 
offer to the people of a local church. Ordinations to the priesthood are a sign of life and 
hope for the church as men respond to this needed and essential ministry for the church 
today. !

Need for priests today!

We need priests to serve the church. We need priests to celebrate Eucharist with us, as 
well as to offer God's healing to us in the sacraments of reconciliation and the anointing of 
the sick. We need priests to serve us as resident pastors in our parish communities. We 
need priests to preach God's word to us in what they say and who they are. !

The dwindling number of priests has made our need for priests more evident to all of us. 
As assignments of priests are made to parish communities at this time of year, the need 
becomes even more obvious. How can we meet this need in the church today? !

Encouragement of vocations to priesthood!

Over the past few years, our local church, through the Archdiocesan Pastoral Council and 
the Career Ministers Policy Project, has offered tremendous insights and 
recommendations on how we might respond to the challenge of quality pastoral leadership 
in the face of an increasing population and the dwindling number of priests. This response 
includes the invaluable presence of qualified men and women who serve our parishes as 
parochial ministers, pastoral associates and assistants, and volunteers. But our response 
must also include the encouragement of vocations to the priesthood if we are to be faithful 
to our tradition. !

The encouragement of vocations to the priesthood is the responsibility of the entire 
Christian community. Each one of us must ask what we can do to find ways to ask young 
men to consider the option of priesthood. There is no doubt that there are issues in society 
and the church today that make people hesitate to encourage vocations to priesthood. 
These issues include the need for a lifetime celibate commitment as well as the exclusion 
of women from this ministry. Yet, the expectations of the church are clear. 
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Priesthood: A life-giving and energizing experience!

Priesthood today is and can be a life-giving and energizing experience. Priesthood asks 
men to make a commitment which is counter-cultural, and priests have the guarantee of 
God's grace to assist them to live out their vocation with fidelity and integrity. In turn, 
priests must be uncompromising in their commitment as public ministers of the church 
today. !

Are there challenges in being a priest today? Yes, there are. Are there challenges in being 
the married or single person today? Yes, there are. A quality response to the vocation of 
priesthood requires candidates to be people of faith with psychosexual maturity who have 
a willingness to serve the People of God as ministers of God's word and sacraments. !

Where do we find candidates for priesthood? They are among us in our parish 
communities. They are men who are part of the life of parish communities who recognize 
the importance of lay ministry, religious life and priesthood in the church today. !

Who will invite them?!

Candidates for priesthood today tell us that they are considering this option as a result of 
an invitation from parents and priests to pursue this option. Likewise, I believe that an 
essential component of lay ministry is to identify and encourage qualified candidates for 
priesthood. It seems impossible to support lay ministers who do not encourage priesthood 
vocations, just as it would be impossible to ordain men as priests who do not support the 
value and importance of lay ministry and religious life. !

I believe quality candidates for priesthood are present among us here in the Church of 
Western Washington. However, they need to be called. They need to be encouraged. 
They need to be supported by all of us. !

We must also find ways to support and encourage the priests and other ministers who 
serve us today. We are a church of word and sacrament. It is the Eucharist that gives us a 
unique identity as people of faith. We need priests to celebrate Eucharist with us and for 
us. In the face of this tremendous need, we cannot remain silent. We cannot just sit back 
and do nothing. May we have the courage and faith to fulfill our responsibility to 
encourage vocations to the priesthood. It is the best gift we can offer the next generation. 
May God's grace and peace be yours. !
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