
In Joy and Hope
by!

 Archbishop Thomas J. Murphy

The Progress

Last Saturday, I had the privilege of celebrating the ordination to priesthood of Patrick 
Freitag. It was a powerful ritual. Ordaining candidates to the priesthood is one of the great 
privileges of a bishop.!
Next year, we hope to ordain at least three candidates to the priesthood. In 1998, 
hopefully, there will be four or five candidates.!
I thought it would be good to share the homily I gave at the ordination celebration.!
"My friends, we come here this morning to celebrate. We celebrate the ordination of a man 
from our community to priesthood. It is a community celebration that focuses on one 
person. That focus is not on any of us who have gathered here. Our focus is rather on the 
person whose presence we celebrate in word and sacraments in this magnificent 
Cathedral Church, as well as in the smallest churches in Western Washington. It is the 
person of Jesus.!
"We come this morning as a priestly people – as laity, religious, deacon, priests and 
bishop. We come as participants in the saving mission of Jesus that continues in the 
church today. We come as people seeking holiness and a relationship to Jesus Christ. We 
come to recognize and call forth one among us who will be ordained for service to God 
and God's people.!

The word of God!
"What we do today need not be described in words. We need only to listen and to watch. 
We need to listen to God's word spoken to us. It is a word that crosses the boundaries of 
time and space and brings us back to Isaiah the prophet. Isaiah's words are a call for 
peace and justice, but Isaiah rejoices because he recognizes that God is acting through 
him and in him.!
"We listen to the words from the Letter to the Hebrews where we again become so 
conscious of the strength and grace that God offers to our weakness and sin. We return to 
the upper room and listen again to the covenant of love that Jesus establishes with his 
disciples. Jesus calls them, as Jesus calls us today, to keep his commandments, to live 
out our ministry as a priestly people with integrity and faith.!

A response to God's word!
"Yes, the words are powerful that God speaks. Yet, one among us, Patrick Freitag, will 
also speak powerful words. He will make the commitment to care for God’s priestly people, 
to celebrate the mysteries of Christ faithfully, to preach the word wisely, and to unite 
himself to Christ the high priest. Finally, Patrick will make a pledge of obedience of loving 
service to God, to God's people and the bishop of this local church.!
"A powerful moment will then take place as Patrick prostrates himself on the sanctuary 
floor. To lay prostrate on the floor is a sign of abandonment, a sign of willingness to allow 
God and the Holy Spirit to embrace us with love and grace. We call upon the saints of 
heaven to pray for Patrick, and to pray for us.
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"Then I as bishop, and the priests gathered here, will lay hands on Patrick's head to 
symbolize the sharing of the grace and ministry of Christ's priesthood. We next offer the 
Prayer of Consecration, which asks God to bless Patrick, to renew him with the Spirit of 
holiness.!
"Friends will vest Patrick with the signs of his priestly ministry and I will then anoint his 
hands and challenge Patrick to sanctify God's people by who he is and what he does.!
"Finally, gifts will be brought forth by Patrick's mother and members of his family. How 
appropriate that those who have shared life and love with Patrick should bring forth the 
gifts of life and love on behalf of the Christian community. I will say to Patrick: !
'Accept from the holy people of  
God the gifts to be offered to him.  
Know what you are doing, and  
imitate the mystery you celebrate; 
model your life on the mystery of  
the Lord's Cross.'!

How do we respond?!
"Yes, these are powerful words and actions. But what should they say to us? To all of us 
gathered here this ritual reminds us of our need for priests to come forth from our 
community. This ritual reminds us all of the obligation we have to encourage and support 
vocations to the ministry of priesthood to help us live our lives as priestly people.!
"To all those who minister in God's church, this ritual reminds Patrick and all those who 
offer their lives in loving service to God's people that they too are gifts like bread and wine 
that must be transformed into the presence of Christ. We do that best when all ministers of 
God's holy church collaborate in the mission and ministry of Christ.!
"To the priests who gather here, this ritual reminds us of the day of our ordination. May this 
ritual call us to renew our commitment to priesthood. May we always preach and live 
God's word and sacrament with integrity and fidelity in our words, our lives, our ministry.!
"To Jean Freitag and Pat's family and friends, this ritual speaks words of gratitude for the 
support, love and life you have shared with Patrick. You have had to put up with Patrick far 
longer than any of us. Yet, your patient, steady and unfailing love brings Patrick and all of 
you to this place. Thank you for sharing that incredible gift. Thank you to Pat's Dad who is 
not with us in body, but I am sure he is present and watching with pride and thanksgiving.!
"Thank you to the parish communities here in Western Washington where Patrick has 
served for your support and encouragement as well. Thank you to the seminaries at 
Westminster Abbey and St. Mary of the Lake for the formation and education you have 
shared with Patrick. I can imagine this was a difficult task at times.!

A final word!
"And a final word to you, Patrick. You are to be ordained a priest. God calls you to serve 
God's people. God calls you to be the proclaimer of God's word with fidelity and integrity, 
to be the celebrant of Eucharist and other sacraments, to be the pastoral leader of God's 
people.!
"You cannot do this yourself. You need the gifts and talents of others. You need the 
support of loving people to help you be the bearer of God's mysteries. You need the 
friendship and respect of others who share priesthood with you in this local church.
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"And most of all, Patrick, you need the presence of God each day in your life to bring 
strength to weakness, grace to sin, and new life and hope to yourself and the people 
whom you will serve.!
"Patrick, it is a privilege to share priesthood today with you. May you in turn share this 
incredible gift in a spirit of loving service with others. And never forget:!
'Accept from the holy people of  
God the gifts to be offered to him.  
Know what you are doing, and  
imitate the mystery you celebrate; 
model your life on the mystery of  
the Lord's Cross.'”!
!
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