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The Progress

Most people in Catholic parishes know how important parish pastoral councils are for the 
life and vitality of parish communities. Composed of members of the parish community, 
parish pastoral councils help to determine the priorities for the parish in fulfilling its mission 
and ministry. Those priorities become the basis for the allocation of personnel and 
resources.!

What is present at the parish level is also present at the archdiocesan level. For 18 years, 
an Archdiocesan Pastoral Council has been an important part of the life of the church in 
Western Washington. In 1980, after consultation with the Archdiocesan Pastoral Council, 
Archbishop Hunthausen announced the first set of five-year goals. This process was 
repeated in 1986 and 1991. The present goals for the church in Western Washington 
come from the statement of mission and priorities found in the document, "The Morning 
Star Will Rise in All Our Hearts" published in January 1991.!

The present priorities emphasize the need to strengthen parish and faith communities by 
enhancing worship and developing pastoral leadership. Moreover, we must seek ways to 
strengthen our Catholic faith and to transmit our faith to the next generation. Finally, as a 
local church, we have a commitment to promote the Gospel values of justice and service. 
This includes embracing and celebrating our cultural diversity, supporting the inclusion of 
women in the life of the church in accord with church guidelines, strengthening family life, 
and addressing issues of economic justice. !

What is the Archdiocesan Pastoral Council?!

The Archdiocesan Pastoral Council (APC) is a group of 17 people. Two years ago, each of 
out ten deaneries recommended three lay persons who would be potential candidates for 
membership on the APC. These 30 people gathered together with representatives from 
the various multicultural communities for a day-long session on what APC membership 
would ask of them. Despite the demand of time, effort and energy, almost every potential 
candidate indicated he or she would be willing to serve.!

Eventually, one representative was chosen from each deanery. They joined five appointed 
members from the Native American, Hispanic, African-American, and Asian-Pacific Island 
communities to serve on the APC. A priest and woman religious complete the membership 
of the council. !

For almost two years, the APC has come together on a monthly basis to become aware of 
the mission and ministry of the church in Western Washington. As archbishop of this local 
church, I have been present for each of their day-long meetings. During the past year, they 
have traveled to 12 locations in the archdiocese to listen to parish leadership share their 
reaction and insights to the vision statement developed for the Archdiocese of Seattle. 
They have met for an extended period of time with representatives of the multicultural 
communities. They have asked every Catholic organization in the archdiocese to provide 
written feedback on the goals and priorities for the church in Western Washington.  
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Developing goals and priorities for a new millennium!

This fall, the APC will begin the process of identifying the goals and priorities for the 
church in Western Washington for the coming three to five years. Hopefully, these goals 
and priorities will be measurable, achievable and objective. Once these goals and 
priorities have been established, there is the commitment to provide the resources and 
personnel to make them a reality. !

It is important that all members of the church in Western Washington should be aware of 
the ministry that the APC offers to us. For myself, I have found this group of people to be 
one of the most talented and committed groups I have ever met. They are a group 
committed to the church, to prayer, to the people of the Church in Western Washington. 
They have diverse backgrounds, varying outlooks, and a respect for the unity and diversity 
which characterizes us as a community of faith. They are a group of people in whom I 
have the utmost confidence. !

I always enjoy meeting and being with this group, I look forward to hearing what they will 
share with all of us and myself as we establish goals and priorities for the coming years. 
May God's grace and peace be yours. !
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