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The Progress

On Pentecost Sunday, the church in Western Washington entered into a special period of 
time. Pentecost marked the promulgation of the vision statement developed by the 
Archdiocesan Pastoral Council entitled, “A New Wind and Fire.”!
This vision statement contains the goals and priorities for the church in Western 
Washington between now and the year 2000. Two major priorities have emerged: a 
commitment towards a deeper spirituality and the recognition of the gifts that each person 
has within the Christian community.!
Individuals, families, parishes and the archdiocese itself are all asked to find ways in which 
these two priorities might become a reality in our lives as members of the Roman Catholic 
community of faith. Hopefully, these priorities will be evident in the programs and services 
that parish communities and the archdiocese will offer to people in the coming years. In 
many ways, “A New Wind and Fire” responds to the challenge that Pope John Paul II 
offered last November when he issued a Pastoral Letter entitled "On the Coming of the 
Third Millennium." !

A sacred time!
Pope John Paul II acknowledges the importance of time within the human condition. We 
recognize the “fullness of time” when Jesus Christ became incarnate. Jesus Christ is the 
Lord of time. The liturgical year celebrates the mystery of Christ in our celebration of the 
Incarnation and Redemption. !
Part of the human and Judeo-Christian tradition is to recognize special moments in time 
which we call Jubilee years. Jubilee years are a time of grace and favor. We all know the 
joy of celebrating significant anniversaries of people in marriage, or priesthood or a 
religious vocation. There are also the Jubilee years of cities and nations. Yet, the year 
2000 marks an extraordinary moment in time that Pope John Paul II calls "the Great 
Jubilee." !

Preparation for “The Great Jubilee”!
Pope John Paul II asks all people to prepare for the new millennium by recognizing the 
Second Vatican Council as a "providential event." He says, “The best preparation for the 
new millennium ... can only be expressed in a renewed commitment to apply, as faithfully 
as possible, the teachings of Vatican II to the life of every individual and of the whole 
church." The pope asks people to pray in a special way for Christian unity. !
During these years preceding "the Great Jubilee,'' Pope John Paul II asks the church to 
make a searching examination of conscience. We need to challenge the "religious 
indifference that causes many people to live as if God did not exist, or to be content with a 
vague religiosity." We need to ask why there is the "widespread loss of the transcendent 
sense of human life, and confusion in the ethical sphere, even about the fundamental 
values of respect for life and the family." Young people are asked to reflect on how they 
"have been shaped by the climate of secularism and ethical relativism.” In so many ways, 
the issues that the pope asks us to consider are the same questions we find in “A New 
Wind and Fire."
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1997-1999 Trinitarian Focus!
In preparation for the year 2000, Pope John Paul II asks us to have a Trinitarian focus for 
the years 1997, 1998, and 1999. The year 1997 will be "devoted to reflection on Christ, 
the Word of God ." It is a year when Christians should have a renewed interest in the Bible 
as well as a renewed appreciation of our baptism. It is a time to have a deeper 
appreciation of our faith that will inspire everyone to have a true longing for holiness. !
The Holy Spirit is the focus for the year 1998. It is a time to reflect on the sanctifying 
presence of the Holy Spirit within the community of Christ's disciples. People are asked to 
appreciate the activity of the Holy Spirit through the ways in which the Holy Spirit inspires 
people to use their charisms, gifts and ministries. This is a year to recognize the Holy 
Spirit as the agent of the new evangelization who calls us to see the signs of hope present 
in our world and church.!
Finally, the year 1999 asks us to broaden our horizons to see all things in the perspective 
of Christ which is the "perspective of the ‘Father who is in heaven." It is a year that will 
emphasize the church's preferential option for the poor and the outcast. It is a time to 
appreciate our call to conversion, especially through the sacrament of reconciliation. 
However, the primary focus of this year is to emphasize the virtue of charity where we 
recognize that "God is love." !
Pope John Paul II also states that, on this eve of the year 2000, it would be a time to 
dialogue and meet with the great religions, especially Judaism and Islam. !
During each of these final years of this century, the pope asks us to give special attention 
to Mary as the Mother of God, as the woman of hope, and as the highly favored daughter 
of God.  !

A time of jubilee!
It is evident that we are approaching a time of jubilee in the year 2000 for the church 
throughout the world. For us here in Western Washington, it is a special jubilee as well 
since we will be celebrating our 150th anniversary as a local church. I believe we have a 
unique opportunity to make these coming years a time of grace, conversion and blessing.!
“A New Wind and Fire" is a wonderful opportunity for individuals, parishes and the 
archdiocese to respond to the challenge that Pope John Paul II offers to us to prepare for 
the year 2000. May we have the courage and faith to do so. May God's grace and peace 
be yours. !
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