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The Progress

There were announcements in parish bulletins throughout Western Washington at the end 
of June that the priests serving parish communities would not be present for four or five 
days at the end of June. The reason for their absence was the annual gathering we call 
"Priest Days." Each year, these days are set aside for the priests of Western Washington 
to come together to relax, to pray, to renew acquaintances and friendships, and to listen 
and to learn. It is good that we have Priest Days each year. For me in my ministry as 
bishop, it is a time to be aware more than ever of the important role and ministry which our 
priests share with our local church. !

Achievements and contributions!

During the past year, there were remarkable achievements in the Church of Western 
Washington. They range from the growth and development of new parishes to the major 
building projects in more than 30 parishes. Once again this past year, more than 1,500 
adults joined our church at the Easter Vigil. There has been an incredible response to the 
challenge of the Annual Catholic Appeal and the support given to the restoration and 
renovation of St. James Cathedral. !

Almost 1,000 young people will travel to Denver for World Youth Day with our Holy Father, 
Pope John Paul II. We have completed a major study on our Catholic Schools and we 
have maintained a balanced central budget, while trying to provide a more integrated and 
comprehensive approach to serving our parish communities as a result of a year-long 
listening process. !

Our local church continues to contribute to the life of the church in our country and world. 
The U.S. Bishops' Pastoral Letter on Stewardship draws so much from the experience of 
our local church. We receive countless quests for our policies related to parish councils, 
finance councils, and consultative structures. We have developed a uniform personnel 
policy which will help offer quality ministry to our people and justice and charity to those 
who minister in our church. The recent publication on AIDS ministry is already receiving 
national attention. We have impacted society through our efforts on behalf of the timber 
communities, the expansion of scholarship opportunities for Catholic education, and the 
continuing efforts on behalf of life as a result of Initiatives 119 and 120. !

Significant challenges!

While so much good is taking place, there are also significant challenges before us. We 
must find ways to balance the needs of our faith communities and the resources of our 
available ministerial personnel, both ordained and non-ordained. We need to promote life-
giving experiences of liturgy which is central to our faith as a community of word and 
sacrament. We need to create new parishes and expand existing facilities while trying to 
address the needs of an increasingly diverse Catholic population. 
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We must respond to the cry of our people to pass on our faith tradition in the most 
effective ways possible and seek to promote a more unified archdiocesan vision of 
ministry, while respecting and acknowledging distinct roles and responsibilities. We have 
the obligation to encourage vocations to the priesthood and we must find ways to listen to 
those who feel disenfranchised from the church. !

We must find creative and life-giving ways to provide pastoral care for our people in 
accord with the mind of the church. Priests are critical to how successful we will be in our 
commitment to move forward in a spirit of hope, solidarity and confidence. !

This Fall, we will initiate a series of deanery convocations to elicit support by the lay 
leadership of our parishes for the priorities in place for our local church. We plan to 
conduct a study of our religious education programs as well as a reexamination of the 
principles and priorities regarding structures in place to address the pastoral care of our 
people. !

A personal note!

The above was a summary of what I shared with our priests last week at Ocean Shores. 
However, I added a personal note. This personal note addressed the issue of abuse 
inflicted on people by church ministers. When such abuse takes place, the priority must be 
given to the healing and pastoral care of those who suffered abuse, as well as to their 
families, and the community itself. There is the need to call all ministers in the church to 
integrity and fidelity to the commitments they have made. Moreover, we must protect the 
community from ministers who have violated the trust placed in them. In accord with the 
policies in place, our local church is committed to respond to legitimate allegations with 
integrity and honesty. !

Yes, these are difficult and challenging times. But it is good to minister with the priests 
who serve us. It is good to be a part of a community of faith committed to the Gospel. It 
was very good to be in Ocean Shores last week. May God's grace and peace be yours. !
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