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The Progress

During mid-June, the priests of the Church of Western Washington gathered for the annual 
celebration of Priests’ Days. In addition to being a time of prayer, a time to remember 
those who died, a time to celebrate Jubilees, and a time to welcome new members to the 
presbyterate, Priests’ Days always have an educational component. This educational 
component has the primary focus of providing resources to priests to grow spiritually and 
professionally in service to God’s people. !

We were extremely fortunate this year to have Reverend Ray Carey of the Archdiocese of 
Portland in Oregon as a speaker and resource person. The theme of Father Carey’s 
presentations was the need to recognize one’s ethical obligations in pastoral ministry. At 
the heart of ethics for pastoral ministers today is a respect for the persons whom we serve. 
Ministry is much more like a covenant than a contract. !

When we consider ministry as a covenant with people whereby priests and other ministers 
serve the common good, ministry becomes more than a job or a source of income. As a 
covenant, ministry respects the dignity of people. Such ministry calls people to act at all 
times in the best interests of those whom we serve, even if it involves sacrifice. Reverend 
Richard Gula, S.S. describes this covenantal model for pastoral ministry as “one which 
resists accommodation to standards of individualism, self-glory, or greed. It favors service, 
self-discipline, and generosity.” (Ethics and Pastoral Ministry, Richard Gula, S.S., Paulist 
Press, Mawwah, NJ 1996, pg. 21)!

A Respect for Persons and Their Needs!

In every profession, there is a commitment to serve basic human needs. In such service, 
there is a commitment to the common good. Medicine responds to the need for health 
services, law helps society achieve justice, ministry must help people achieve salvation by 
fulfilling the mission of the Church. !

Again, Father Gula expresses well what the mission of the Church is and must be. He 
writes, “Pastoral ministers, in different ways, play a special part in the church being what it 
is and practicing what it preaches. As the whole People of God, the community of all the 
baptized, the church is moving through history sharing in Christ’s saving mission to 
proclaim, embody and serve the coming of the Reign of God in its fullness. … The duty of 
pastoral ministers is to represent the church in faithful and loving ways through their 
various ministries.” (Ethics in Pastoral Ministry, pg. 57)
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Agents of the Church!

The challenge for pastoral ministers today, whether as lay persons, religious, deacons or 
priests, is to recognize they are agents of the church. The church shares its values, 
visions and beliefs through pastoral ministers. Pastoral ministry calls people not only to 
respect the positions they have by a commitment to integrity in teaching, worship, 
pastoring, and relationships to others, but to live out this commitment in one’s own life. A 
lifestyle that contradicts the commitment pastoral ministers make on behalf of the church 
betrays the respect pastoral ministers must have for those whom they serve. Again, it is a 
respect for persons that is at the heart of quality, professional ministry.!

Priests’ Days was a very good experience this year. The focus on ethics in pastoral 
ministry made every one present recognize the awesome responsibility that priests and all 
pastoral ministers have in service to the church and the People of God. !

The prayer of all priests and all those in pastoral ministry must be one that asks for a 
renewed commitment to our vocation. Few prayers express this so well as does the words 
from the ritual for the ordination of a deacon. The Bishop places the Book of the Gospels 
in the hands of the newly ordained deacon and says: Receive the Gospel of Christ whose 
herald you now are. Believe what you read, teach what you believe, and practice what you 
teach. !

May God’s gifts of grace and peace be yours.!
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