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The Progress

I have to admit that I took the title for this week's column from a monthly newsletter entitled 
"U.S. Parish." The newsletter referred to a recent Gallup Poll which suggests that Catholic 
leaders and educators need to take a second look at the methods used to teach Catholics 
about key religious truths central to our faith tradition. The example used was the meaning 
of the Eucharist. It was disconcerting to read the findings of the survey because a 
significant percentage of people did not understand Catholic teaching on the Eucharist. So 
many others emphasized the need for personal belief as the key factor in whether the 
bread and wine truly become the Body and Blood of Jesus. The newsletter concluded its 
report by stating that there is "a real need for basic catechesis." !

The report referred to some points made by Bishop Kenneth Untener, who suggested that 
parish communities need a tune-up in being of service to people. Bishop Untener indicated 
that the Catholic Church is shifting back to basics. While the church is still in the middle of 
massive changes, it cannot take for granted that people understand and accept basic 
doctrines and religious values. Parish communities must address this issue. !

Need for religious formation and education!

We know how important knowledge is when we confront critical issues in our life. 
Knowledge helps us choose possible alternatives. If knowledge is so important for the 
decisions we make in living out our lives in human situations, knowledge becomes even 
more important when we confront religious beliefs and convictions. Such beliefs and 
convictions are the basis for our ongoing religious formation. !

As members of the church, we have a rich heritage and legacy of the word of God and the 
teaching of the church. It is so important that we take time to appreciate our religious 
tradition, to be aware of the growth and development of the church and its teaching 
mission. As we seek to grow in a relationship to God, the Holy Spirit and Jesus Christ, this 
growth needs to be rooted in our knowledge of our faith. !

Faith – A call to discipleship!

Religious faith is more than an intellectual endeavor. Rather, our Catholic faith calls us to 
be disciples of Jesus. Jesuit Father Avery Dulles has a wonderful definition of what it 
means to be a disciple. He says, "A disciple is by definition one who has not yet arrived, a 
learner trying to comprehend strange words and unravel puzzling experiences. To be a 
disciple is to be under authority and correction. It is to be still on the way to full conversion 
and blessedness of life. In the church today, that is what most of us feel ourselves to be." !

This understanding of what it means to be a disciple challenges all believers to be in the 
process of discovering the fullness of what faith can and should mean to us, and the 
difference it can make in our lives. The disciple is one who walks with another. It is far too 
easy today to make our own experiences the basis for our faith and forget that faith calls 
us to believe in the Lord Jesus and the teachings which he shared with us. This ministry 
and mission of Jesus continue in the church today. 
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The new challenge!

A renewed appreciation of the importance of religious formation and education was most 
evident in the Catholic School Study conducted these past two years in the Church of 
Western Washington. Over and over again, parents replied that the primary value which 
Catholic schools must offer to students is passing on the faith tradition. But if we are to be 
effective in achieving this goal of sharing the faith with the next generation, there is a 
special obligation on parents, teachers and all members of the community of faith to live, 
know and practice their faith as well. Ongoing religious formation and education are not 
reserved to the child or the teenager. All of us are expected to grow in a knowledge and 
awareness of our faith. !

This fall, we will have a new resource to help us appreciate our faith – The Catechism of 
the Catholic Church. It is the first universal catechism issued by the church in more than 
400 years. It is not the catechism which many of us might remember as children, with a 
series of questions and answers. Rather, it is a resource which will provide the Catholic 
community with pastoral insights into our Creed, the sacraments, Christian life and 
morality and prayer. These four topics are the main sections of the new catechism. !

In all our lives, we have many choices. One of the choices well worth considering is a 
return to basics, a commitment to achieve a better understanding and appropriation of our 
faith and the impact it must have in our lives today. It's a choice that can make a 
difference. May God's grace and peace be yours.
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