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August 12, 1991 - A Day of Transition
Words are fascinating realities. Words try to capture an idea, a thought, an experience which is part of the 
human condition. At times, we use words without appreciating their full impact or their meaning. One word 
struck me powerfully this past Monday, August 12, 1991, because this word described so many events 
which took place that day which touched my own life and the life of others. The word to which I refer is 
"transition." The dictionary defines this word very simply: "a passage from one position, state, stage or 
subject to another." By its very nature, transition is an active word describing a unique human action 
which impacts other peoples' lives as well. Allow me to share the experience of transition which was part 
of my life last Monday. !

A TRANSITION IN ECUMENISM!
The day began with a gathering for a two hour breakfast meeting with the denominational executives and 
leaders of different faith traditions in the Church of Western Washington. Each Thursday morning, this 
group meets for an informal breakfast to discuss issues of common interest and concern. In many ways, it 
is ecumenism at its best for we recognize and appreciate each of our unique religious traditions, and yet 
we look for the common ground which unites us in faith. Last Monday, this group gathered to celebrate the 
transition of Archbishop Hunthausen as he plans to retire from his ministry as Archbishop of Seattle. The 
time spent together was an opportunity to pray together, but especially to recall the contribution which 
Archbishop Hunthausen has made to ecumenical cooperation and understanding. It was a magnificent 
experience of recalling the gifts and grace which Archbishop Hunthausen has offered to ecumenism and 
challenges all religious leadership to live out the legacy of openness and understanding he has shared. It 
was a good experience of transition. !

A FUNERAL LITURGY!
An hour after the meeting with religious leaders, I joined Archbishop Hunthausen and hundreds of others 
as we celebrated the funeral liturgy for Dr. Leo Stanford at St. Joseph's Church. Death is the ultimate 
transition for us as human beings. For some, this transition is insane and has no meaning. But I wish you 
could have been with us on Monday morning to celebrate a transition which recognized the gifts of a man 
who was husband, father, leader, teacher, and Christian who suddenly died at the age of 48.  The liturgy 
was a testimony to the faith of Leo Stanford who shared a powerful ministry of preparing women and men 
to serve a church which he loved deeply. But the transition took on a powerful human dimension with the 
personal sharing of two sons, a daughter and a wife who recalled the gifts which Leo Stanford offered to 
them and to countless others. It was a difficult experience of transition - as death always is - but a 
transition which recognized the difference which one person can make and the legacy he leaves behind. !

A MEETING WITH PRIESTS!
Immediately following the funeral liturgy, another experience of transition was scheduled. The priests of 
the Archdiocese had gathered for a meeting to review several agenda items. But the meeting began with 
Archbishop Hunthausen sharing what has been taking place in his life these past months and speaking to 
the priests of his own transition. He spoke words of praise, support, encouragement and gratitude for the 
priests who minister with him as the Archbishop of Seattle. Again, it was obvious that this transition was 
not the end of a powerful experience of sixteen years of service here in Western Washington, but the 
recognition of a journey taken together with others which will continue for years to come. 
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A CELEBRATION OF TRANSITION!
But the whole experience of transition reached a climax on Monday evening when our Cathedral Church 
of St. James brought people together from every corner of Western Washington to celebrate the ministry 
of Archbishop Hunthausen and to give thanks for his gracious ministry among us and with us. The 
sustained applause for this kind and gentle man of peace as he entered the Cathedral and walked slowly 
down the center aisle celebrated the gift which Archbishop Hunthausen has given to our church and which 
he will continue to offer in the years ahead. It was a celebration of a transition which did not mark an end 
of an experience, but rather a prayer that the Archbishop will continue to speak the prophetic word to us. 
August 12, 1991 - a day of transition. Transition takes on different faces, shapes and forms. Yet, all 
transition is a journey which makes sense in the context of faith. As transitions take place in all our lives, 
may we appreciate the challenge which transition offers. I know that August 12, 1991 was a powerful 
experience for myself which spoke of life and death, hope and faith. And I believe I am the better person 
for being open to the challenge of transition. At least, I hope so. May God's grace and peace be yours.
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