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The Progress

Among so many people in our church and world today, there is a search for people whose 
lives provide a model of success for living in our contemporary world. It is amazing how 
the media propel athletes, movie stars, singers, the rich and famous into the spotlight for a 
brief moment or even for an extended period of time. For almost two weeks, young, gifted 
and talented athletes were the powerful images of success at the Olympic games. Yet, for 
all but a few, we forget their accomplishments so quickly.!
There is a deep desire in each of us to connect with people who become models of 
success for us. This is a special yearning of the young. Yet, our search for people to 
imitate depends so much on our understanding and appreciation of success. In recent 
years, I have become far more conscious of a group of people who have been and 
continue to be outstanding examples of success for people of any time, culture and 
country. It is that wonderful group of people who we call the "saints."!

The attraction of saints as models!
What makes saints so potentially attractive, even to our contemporary world, is that these 
women and men achieved the ultimate goal of all human existence. They now live in the 
presence of God. No other success can match this accomplishment.!
When we think of saints, we often interpret what it means to be a saint in the strict sense. 
From this perspective, saints are the men and women the church recognizes through 
canonization as a result of lives of heroic virtue. This official recognition indicates that 
these outstanding people are in heaven. Moreover, as people of faith, we can invoke the 
saints in our prayer to intercede for us.!
The canonization process is a long and tedious process that is reserved to very few in light 
of all those who have been and are part of the human condition. That is why we also 
recognize so many others whose lives become a model for us as a result of the faith they 
professed and celebrated in their lifetimes.!

The Litany of Saints!
In recent years, I have become far more conscious of these heroic models of faith who 
capture my imagination and offer me an incredible example. In special celebrations, the 
ritual of the church incorporates a wonderful form of prayer that we call "The Litany of 
Saints." We use The Litany of Saints when we celebrate the Easter Vigil and welcome new 
members to our faith community.!
The Litany of Saints is a powerful moment in the dedication of a church and episcopal, 
priesthood and diaconate ordinations. A major part of the Litany of the Saints is calling 
men and women by name who have lived lives of holiness and asking them to pray for us.!
Part of my own religious formation and education was an ongoing appreciation and 
awareness of the saints who populate the pages of the history of the church and our world. 
When we invoke these incredible names of women and men in the Litany of the Saints, 
the memory of who they were and what they did flood my memory.
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They become so real for the brief moment as I reflect on the difference they made. They 
range from the first followers of Jesus to men and women who lived in our own lifetime. 
They are powerful characters who challenged kings and queens, began religious 
movements, lived incredible lives in fidelity to the Gospel, and so many died because they 
took the risk to believe in Jesus Christ.!
There are others whose lives are simple testimonies to Gospel values whose sanctity only 
became known after their death. Then there are the special saints whose feast falls on 
your birthday or the saint whose name you take on the date of baptism.!
Saints are our partners in faith who continue to walk with us in our journey of faith if we 
dare to recognize them. It would be great if we could become far more aware of these 
women and men who could be models for us today. It would be even better if we could 
introduce our young people to saints of the past and the present. They would encounter 
incredible examples of courage and faith whose success is more than a fleeting moment 
on national television.!

The saints whom we know!
At the end of the Litany of the Saints, we call upon an incredible group of people who we 
ask to pray for us. The cantor settings, "All you holy women and men," and we respond, 
"Pray for us."!
Who are these "holy women and men?" They are the people who have inspired us by their 
faith in today's world. They are the people who dare to see Christ in the least among us. 
They are people who live out the Beatitudes to whom Jesus promises the kingdom of 
heaven. They are ordinary people that we meet each day and could well take for granted.!
In a wonderful play called "Gideon," the author has the main character ask God why God 
loves him. He says he is "just an ordinary man," God replies, "That is your special 
attraction – your ordinariness. I would have plain men love me, not just saints."!
As our world looks for people to emulate and imitate, it would be good to look to the saints 
who have gone before us. It would also be good to see the incredible "ordinariness" of so 
many women and men in our midst and appreciate the gift they offer us. May we be 
counted among this wonderful group of ordinary people whom God loves and whom we 
dare to love back. May God's gifts of grace and peace be yours.!

Models of faith


